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"To build permanently and 
wisely is to benefit all mankind*" 

— Frank Phillips 






ATTRACTIONS 


The Discovery Trail 
Museum of the Great Plains 


Percussive Arts Museum 


Fort Sill Museum 


Historic Mattie Beal Home 


Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge 
Lake Elmer Thomas Recreation Area 


EVENTS 


Arts for All Festival, May 
International Festival, September 
Oktoberfest, October 
Passion Play, Easter Season 
PRCA Rodeo, August 
Buffalo Soldiers Re-enactments 


Cameron Jazz Fest 


Medicine Creek Loft 


205B E. LAKE DR, MEDICINE PARK, OK 


(580) 529-2248 


MEDICINECREEKLODGING.COM 


Stardust Inn 

PO BOX 266, MEDICINE PARK, OK 
(580)529-3270 / (580)574-8814 
STARDUSTINN.COM 


Wichita Mountain Lodge 

425 E. LAKE DR, MEDICINE PARK, OK 
(580) 574-8773 / (580) 529-2987 
FAX (580) 529-2125 


A good nights sleep and a home-cooked 
morning meal are the best way to begin a day 
of frontier exploration at Lawton Fort Sill. 
A visit to one of our charming bed and 
breakfast inns is the perfect dose of comfort 
and convenience to go with museum-touring, 
mountain-climbing, wildlife -watching, water- 
sporting, shopping, and other enjoyable 
exploring. Call today to reserve your relaxing, 
welcoming stay in the Comfort of the Frontier! 


Lawton 

i ^ 

Fort Sill 

C ft & m C&Trt 


WICHITAMOUNTAINLODGE.COM 


629 SWC Avenue ♦ Lawton , Oklahoma 73501 * 5S0.355.354J * 8Q0.872A540 * www. lawtonfortsitlchamberxom 
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Ponca City Tourism • 420 E. Grand Avenue • Ponca City, OK 74601 

(866)763-8092 Toll-Free • www.poncacitytourism.com 
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GILCREASE 


The Museum of the Americas 


After Lewis & Clark: 

The Forces of Change, 1806-1871 


I A* 


This exhibition was organized by Gilcrease Museum and sponsored by 
the Ralph and Frances McGill Foundation and the Trust Company of Oklahoma; 

and by the Harold C Stuart Foundation 

Follow in the footsteps of Lewis & Clark 
and discover for yourself the beauty and 
splendor that is the American West. 

January 14 - April 9, 2006 




- 


For Ticket Information Call 

918.596.1400 


- 


Enjoy 
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ah evening with 45 of the 
world's' top representational artists! 

Rendezvous at Gilcrease Museum will be bigger and 
better than ever in 2006. Art will be for sale during 
the Rendezvous dinner on April 22nd. All remaining 
art will be on display and on sale through June 11th. 


Call 918.596.2751 
for more information 


Open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
1400 North Gilcrease Museum Road 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127-2100 
www.gilcrease.org 





Oklahoma City is a major-league city." 

— NBA commissioner David Stern 
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On the Cover: The lodge located at Woolaroc Ranch, Museum and Wildlife 
Preserve is a popular Bartlesville-area museum destination and was once 
the counfry home of Frank Phillips. Photo by John Elk III 


Hit the Road 1J 

This information-packed traveler s guide to 

109 Oklahoma museums should forever 
cure your idle weekend blues. Plus, the 
RedHawks and Rusty Gables B&B 


Culture 


Okies 


Anthony Shadid of Oklahoma City wins 
cri tics’ hearts and a Pulitzer. And don't 
miss our exclusive vis its wj th Norman boys 

James Gamer and Mike Wlmmer. 


Thanks to mayor Mick Cornett of 
Oklahoma City our state is home to the 
NBA ? s Hornets* Be sure to get to Tulsa for 
the After Lewis & Clark exhibit. 



From good-cause biker rallies to the Satisfy your belly with cold sods and warm 

vast prairies of Osage County, plenty of shepherds pie at Kilkenny’s Authentic 

Oklahoma activities are on tap to keep Irish Pub In Tulsa or get your greens at 

you occupied tins spring. the Earth in Norman* 
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Contributors 


I T TAKES ONE to know one, was the 
philosophy in picking Scott Fitzgerald 
to write a profile on Pulitzer Prize- 
winner Anthony Shadid (“War Stones,” 
page 30). A veteran newspaper journalist, 
Fitzgerald has worked at the Enid News 
& Eagle si nee 1995, winning several 
awards from the Society of Professional 
Journalists and the Associated Press in the 
process. u ] had a chance to learn from one 
of the best in the business, 1 " says Fitzgerald 
about Shad id. “1 wrote two drafts, continu- 
ally asking mysdf questions until I was 
satisfied 1 had breached life into this story 
about a truly gifted individual Oklahoma 
can proudly claim/' The El Paso native 
worked for newspapers in West Texas before 
moving to Oklahoma. 




S USAN OWEN ATKINSON is all about 
community. As the City of Normans 
first neighborhood planner, Atkinson 
manages historic preservation and neigh- 
borhood projects and has a background 
in anthropology and urban planning. “It 
was a joy telling the story of people who 
are living their values and working hard to 
sustain the vital tradition of the community 
grocery store,” says Atkinson of her story 
“The Earths Goodness” (page 54). In 2002, 
the North Carolina native and her husband 
“bought a house sight unseen and moved 
to Norman to be near family/ 1 Says this 
mother of two, “I am privileged to reside 
for the rest of my life in the land of Woody, 
Will, and Wilma/ 1 


I LEARNED MORE ABOUT the history 
of my home state in the two weeks of 
research I did for this piece than in all of 
my formal education,” says freelance writer 
Kimberly Mauck, who penned this issues 
museum package, “The Museum; Where 
Knowledge Is King' 1 (page 16), “The chal- 
lenges this magazine gives me are the kind I 
relish.” After graduating from the University 
of Oklahoma in 2004, the Durant native 
and former Oklahoma Today intern headed 
south and accepted a position as the Gear 
Up Information Technology Coordinator 
for Southeastern Oklahoma State University. 
The self-proclaimed Harry Potter fan and 
movie huff lives in Durant with her husband, 
Jay, and dogs. Shadow and Ranger. 
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former Governor 
Raymond Gory 
died in 1393. 


7his spring , he wilt help ten girls exhibit their 
livestock at the Marshall County Junior 
livestock Show, and in August , he'd feed 
hundreds of people at his annual fish fry. 


Raymond Gary was the first Governor bom in Oklahoma 
since statehood. Bom in 1908 on a farm midway between 
Madill and Kingston, he graduated from Madill High 
School and attended Southeastern State College in Durant- 

After five years of teaching, he was elected County 
Superintendent of Marshall County schools in 1932. In 
1 936, he entered business and later became president of 
Sooner Oil Company. 

He served as state Senator for fourteen years beginning 
in 1941 until he became Governor in 1955. He served as 
Governor from 1955 to 1959. 

Governor Gary and his wife, Emma, loved children, and 
in 1976, they gave 37 acres of their ranch to begin the 
Baptist Children's Home at Madill. 


Later, they gave money to begin the construction of the 
cottages. The first children were admitted to the Home in 
1977. 

In 1987, they established a trust to benefit the Baptist 
Children's Home and to help defray the expenses ofthe 
annual Raymond Gary Fish Fry. 

The Children's Home is now the Baptist Home for Girls. 
The 34 girls who live at the Home have the opportunity to 
participate in the animal program and livestock shows. 

You can make a difference for children in need of a home 
by including Oklahoma Baptist Homes for Children 
in your will or estate plan. Contact Neal Wooldridge at 
(405) 942-3000, extension 4665, or e-mail 
neal.wooldridge@obhc.org to learn how. 


Baptist Children’s Home, Oklahoma City 
Boys Ranch Town, Edmond 
Baptist Children’s Home,Owasso 
Baptist Home for Girls, Madill 

OBHC does not charge for its services or accept government 
funds. We help children without regard to religious affiliation. 

OBHC is dependent upon the generosity of caring people and 
churches. To find out how you can make a difference in the life 
of an Oklahoma child in need of a home, visit www.obhc.org. 






st Jed in the trees of the Ozark 
Mountains is BIG CEDAR LODGE, the 
Ozarks' Premier Wilderness Resort. 
Enjoy rustic elegance in your choice of 
lodging and take advantage of the many 
activities available. Whether it is fishing 
on Table Rock Lake, horseback riding, 
enjoying yourself at the spa, golf at Top 
of the Rock Golf Course or discovering 
Dogwood Canyon Nature Park, there 
is something for everyone, 


4 Big Cedar 

The Ozarks Premier Wilderness Resort 


612 Devil's Pool Road 
Ridgedalc, MO 65739 

417-335-2777 

www.higcedar.com 




^SPRING SPECIAL PACKAGE 


PER NIGHT 
PLUS TAX 


STARTING AT 


MARCH 5 -MAY 2x 2006 


Includes lodging for one night for two adults in a spacious double <jueen room in 
Falls Lodge complete with a balcony, Jacuzzi and total Sleep Experience bedding. 
In addition, receive your choice of one activity, per person, per stay * 


Trail 
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if Mountain Stables 
Party Barge 18* boat 


ride 


Pro Team 17^ 
Wildlife Tram 


hour ( 
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for 
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VACATION PLANNERS ARE AVAILABLE TO ASSIST YOU FROM 7;0Q AM - 11=00 PM. 


OKT036 


T Spring Special Package h available in other lodging accommodations; ask your Vacation Planner for details. Limited availability on lodging 
and activities. Surcharge is applied for additional guests. Offers not available to groups of JO or more or on current reservations. 


Editor's Letter 


"When at Windmill Park, tune your radio to FM 90.3 and listen to Windmill Willie tell the story of 
windmills and how they changed the West/ — The Shattuck Windmill Museum website 


A Mighty Wind 

Somethings Blowing on Interstate 40 


UST AS THE State Capitol Dome is a 
perfect symbol of Oklahoma progress 
and our romance with the past, another 
striking Oklahoma landmark is both 
awe-inspiring* breachtaking* and a 
working symbol of our future. 

When was the last time you drove down 
Interstate 40 past the charming and burgeon- 
ing small town ofWeatherford? On the north 
and south sides of the highway are no less 
than ninety-eight giant white wind turbines 
dotting the prairie landscape, a spectacle more 
reminiscent of artist Alexander Calder or 
Oklahoma City architect Rand Elliott than 
industrial innovation. 

The Weatherford Wind Energy Center, 
wh ich became fully operational in April 2005 
(the expansion was completed in December 
2005), will stop you in your tracks. In fact, its 
such a startling sice — it s the largest such farm 
in Oklahoma — it might motivate first-time 

Photographer Shane Brown captured this 
buffalo in Bison, Oklahoma. Check out his 
image of Osage County on page 48. 


viewers to pull into town and stop for a soda 
just to marvel a little bit longer at the design 
sensation that has taken root. 

A wind farm of this magnitude taps into 
our geoculturai heritage in the same way the 
unique Shattuck Windmill Museum and 
Park, another western Oklahoma curiosity, 
does. Whereas environmental green ies on the 
East Coast balk at the notion of wind turbines 
planted visibly off their coastline and pristine 
beaches* here, a wind farm harnesses precisely 
the two elements that have long helped to 
define us: the land and the wind. We embrace 
it, and, to our benefit, it embraces us. 

O N A RELATED but separate note* Id 
like to encourage Oklahoma Today 
readers to spend their dollars in this 
great state of ours. Old alio ma is at an important 
commercial juncture with the arrival of Dell 
and the departure of the CM plant, both in 
Oklahoma City, The more we demonstrate 
our commitment and devotion to Oklahoma 
with our pocketbooks* the better off we all 
are as Oklahomans. 






There She Is 


A big congratulations to twentv- 
two-year-old Jennifer Berry* the 
University of Oklahoma student 
who became the fifth Oklahoman 
to win the Miss America pageant on 
January 2 1 , 2006 , in Las Vegas. Ex- 
pect to see an Oklahoma 
Today profile on Berry, a 
Tulsan and Jenks High 
School graduate, later 
this year as we fol- 
low her reign and 
successes around 
the nation and 
the world. 


The unfettered support weve shown our 
visiting NBA team, the New Orleans/Okla- 
homa City Hornets (page 40), is a case in 
point. Sold-out crowds at the Ford Center, 
one upon another, have simply dumbfounded 
NBA commissioner David Stern and team 
owner George Shinn. This is exactly the kind 
of investment and tangible support that keeps 
our state moving forward. 

In addition to visiting our sports venues, 
don’t forget to eat at your locally owned 
restaurants. Some of my regular stops in 
Oklahoma City include the new Cafe Nova 
and old standby VZD’s, both on Western 
Avenue. Need some new threads? Traditional 
men will like Covenant Brothers; hippie 
chicks will have fun at the Shoe Gypsy. And 
when its time for a new toy, visit the Learn- 
ing Tree, where a knowledgeable owner and 
vibrant employees will help you find what 
you re looking for. These are my favorites. 
What aij; yours? 



mccune@oklahomatoday.com 
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Letters 



Fans on Fire 

Your story on the Flaming Lips (“Lip 
Service,” November/December 2005) was 
terrific, terrific, terrific. Those of us who have 
grown up on alternative music hold this 
group in such high esteem, yet amazingly, 
they remain essentially unknown. 

1 was interviewing for a residency position 
at a university on the East Coast several 
years ago. When asked who my favorite 
Oklahoman was, 1 said, “Wayne Coyne.” 
The panel looked at me funny, the interview 
quickly came to an end, and they didn’t 
offer me a position. I felt I sacrificed my 
residency position for my love of the Lips. 
It was awesome. 

The article was brilliant. 

Brett Jameson 

Stillwater 

Outstanding job on the Flaming Lips 
piece. 1 wrote a freelance article on them a 
couple of years ago for a short-lived magazine 
called Oklahoma Music. Your piece far and 
away topped mine — really comprehensive 
and revealing. It’s great that you featured 
Michelle prominently; she’s an underap- 
preciated player in their story. 

It’s good to see the Oklahoma main- 
stream establishment recognizing the Lips. 



It’s long overdue. Sure, Garth, Vince, and 
Reba are famous and popular, but they also 
don’t stray far from the Okie stereotype. If 
anything, they reinforce it. The Lips may 
be Oklahoma’s most important cultural 
ambassadors since Will Rogers. 

Steve Higgins 
Tulsa 

‘The Lips may be 
Oklahoma’s most 
important cultural 
ambassadors 
since Will Rogers.’ 

— Steve Higgins 


Thanks for the marvelous cover story 
on the Flaming Lips. It’s good to see them 
getting some home-state recognition, now 
that they’re legendary in alternative- rock 
circles around the world. Senior editor 
Steffie Corcoran did a great job conveying 
the Zeitgeist of the Lips to those of us who 
may have heard of them but didn’t really 
know what they were about. The Soji Bul- 
letin is now on my wish list. 

Kudos to your magazine for having the 
guts to throw convention to the prairie 
wind and cover the things that truly make 
Oklahoma the unique place it is, whether 
it be tornadoes or a rock group that fancies 
Christmas on Mars. Keep up the award- 
winning work! 

Bob Henson 

Louisville, Colorado 

Oklahoma Today's Oklahoman of the Year 
award made the pages of the January 16, 
2006, issue of Us Weekly. 



I am proud to be an Okie this fine day. 
Super-freaking awesome portrait of a truly 
local treasure. I learned Lips things I didn’t 
know, saw faces I’d seldom seen. Great 
reporting, perfect inclusion. 

You nailed it with the Jim DeRogatis 
quote that said a band is not supposed to 
be peaking at this stage of its career. Thanks 
to you, perhaps the marvel of this fact will 
persevere. 

In short, 1 read and dug every blessed 
word of that story. And cheers to editor 
Louisa McCune-Elmore for summing it up 
so well in her letter. 

You guys, like the lads, raw/d 

Mark Brown 
Tulsa 

In all my years of worshipping the Lips 
and reading every word ever written on the 
band, yours is one of the very few publica- 
tions that actually nailed it. Steffie Corcoran 
may be the only journalist not to call them 
“weirdos,” which is something 1 continue to 
find disappointing. 

I was touched by the way you portrayed the 
band not only as an Oklahoma treasure but 
an artistic entity of great international value. 
I love this band, and I love the fact that you 
had the grace, reverence, and intelligence to 
reflect your view of them in print in a way 
that maybe no one has done before. 

I will send this feature to every press outlet 
in the country when I send out new press 
kits for 2006. 

Rick Gershon 
Warner Bros. Publicist 

Sherman Oaks, California 
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“American Idol Carrie Underwood. 22. was named “Oklahoman of the Year" for the 50th anniversary issue of 

Oklahoma Today, on newsstands now." — Us Weekly, January 16, 2006 


We Don't Do Jelly 

I found it rather tacky ofSteffic Corcoran, 
in her effort to beoh-so-cool and underground 
and in-the-know, to studiously ignore the 
fact that the Flaming Lips didn’t just recently 
become media darlings. Their 1993 album 
Transmissions From the Satellite Heart first 
brought them to wide national consciousness 
and resulted in the Top 10 alternative hit 
“She Don’t Use Jelly,” which almost cracked 
the pop Top 40 as well. 

Considering how much airplay the song 
got on local radio stations and cable video 
channels, its terribly disingenuous to skip 
over that happenstance. If you're trying to 
do justice to ‘enlightening Oklahoma” about 
the “greatest rock band,” it doesn’t hurt to 
remind readers so they can say, “Oh, yeah, 
1 remember that song!” or “Oh, wow, did 
they do that song?” 

Michael J. Lee 

Oklahoma City 


Carrie-ing On 

I just read Kathryn Jenson White’s “Carrie 
Me Home” article in the January/February 
2006 issue of Oklahoma Today. So impres- 
sive. 1 loved The Wizard of Oz twist in it 
as well. Ironically, 1 haven’t even been fol- 
lowing the American Idol shows, but I can 
definitely say your article made me adore 
Carrie Underwood. 

Hilarie Fite 

Oklahoma City 

PETAstrophe 

I usually enjoy your magazine; however, 
1 think you and the wonderful Miss Un- 
derwood would have been better served if 
you had omitted the PETA comments. This 
organization offers nothing but problems 
to Oklahoma. Some experts even label 
them terrorists. 

Jack Tow 

Marietta 


Location, Location, Location 

Thanks for the magazine. You do great 
work with Oklahoma Today. Whenever 
we have out-of-state people considering 
our research park as a home, we always 
give them Oklahoma Today as an entice- 
ment, and it works! Bona fortuna in your 
enterprise. 

Mike Anderson, President 

Presbyterian Health Foundation 
Oklahoma City 


Oklahoma Today welcomes the views of 
readers. Letters are subject to editing and 
must include name, address, and a daytime 
phone number. Send letters to: Oklahoma 
Today. Attn: Editor, 120 North Robinson, 
Suite 600. Oklahoma City. OK 73102. or 
fax to (405) 230-8650. Address electronic 
mail to letters@oklahomatoday.com. 



Oklahoma Today celebrates its fiftieth 
anniversary throughout 2006 and kicked 
off the year with two events on January 
12 , 2006 , a morning reception at the 
State Capitol and an evening reception at 
the Oklahoma History Center sponsored 
by the Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation. From above, clockwise: 
Oklahoma governors David Walters, Brad 
Henry, and George Nigh; Governor Brad 
Henry; the Winnie Mae replica at the 0 HC; 
publisher Joan Henderson with former 
tourism directors Ralph McCalmont and 
Edward H. Cook; First Lady Kim Henry 
with musicians Mary Reynolds and 
Louise Goldberg; and former art director 
and editor Paul Lefebvre and former 
editor in chief Sue Carter. 


LETT MRS 
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"If Kerry Vincent is a cake decora mr, then Michelangelo is a church painter.’' 

—The Oregonian 


The Big Day 

Getting married in Oklahoma is a piece of cake. 


By Louisa McCune-Elmore 




Here Comes the Bride 


Book your special day at the Dominion 
House in Guthrie, Formerly a Masonic 
childrens home built in 1923, the facility’s 
high ceilings, in erica cc woodwork, and velvet 
curtains provide the perfect atmosphere. (405) 
282-7789 or dominionbouseguthr ie.com. 


A Daisy If You Do 

New Leaf Florist provides its wedding 
clients seasoned attention to detail. Started 
in 1 987 by Greg Davis and Mark Myers, the 
company and its award-winning team of nine 
designers serves the Oklahoma City area with 
flair. (405) 842-2444 or newleafflorist.net. 


Big, Fat, and White 

Tulsa resident Kerry Vincent, co founder 
of the Oklahoma State Sugar Arc Show, is 
famous for her wedding cakes, which start 
at $2 S 000. On a budget? Gather inspiration 
from her 2001 book, Romantic Wedding Cakes. 
(918) 299-7 1 25 or obugarartshow.com. 



Muncy Photography in Enid captures 
compelling digital images of the wedding 
day and offers conveniences like online 
event viewing. Portraits start at $50; wed- 
ding events at $ 1 ,495, (580) 233-0570 or 
muncypKotography.com, 


Nothing says more about the event to come 
than the invitation. Darwin Bragg of Red 
Fox Paperie in Oklahoma Citys Northpark 
Mall recommends sending invitations four to 
six weeb in advance. Choose from Cranes, 
XXQX, and Birchcraft, (405) 748-4813, 


Coleman Clark of B,C. Clark Jewelers 
considers Susan Sadler ofTulsa one of the most 
creative jewelry designers in the business. Her 
hand-fabricated platinum or nineteen-carat 
yellow gold wedding rings start at $3,000. 
Susan Sadler Designs, (918) 743-1048, 
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THROUGH MAY 6, 
EARN A FREE 
NIGHT AFTER 
STAYING 5. 


Right now, the card that does it all does even more. Because from 
February 12 to May 6, 2006 getting a free night is easy with your 
AAA Preferred Gold Crown Club' International card. Just stay any 
five nights at any combination of Best Western' hotels worldwide 
and a free night is yours to enjoy. You'll also earn a 10% bonus 
on your reward points and AAA discounted rates. Membership in 
AAA Preferred Gold Crown Club® International is free. kRGE.Sr 
So, join today atbestwesternOklahoma.com/aaa. 

Who says you can’t have it all? 


bestwesternOklahoma.com/aaa 

1 - 866 - 430-9022 

Program Code; AAACOOP 



SIXTY YEARS OF CARING. 

1946 | 2006 


Ada 

Best Western Raintree Motor Irm 
Atom 

Best Western Alius 
Ardmore 

Best Western Ardmore Inn 
Atoka 

■Best Western Atoka Inn 
Bartlesville 

Best Western Weston Inn 
Blackwell 

Best Western Blackwell Inn 

Broken Arrow 

Best Western Kenosha Inn 

Cbickasha 

Best Western Inn 

Claremore 

Best Western Will Rogers Inn 

Durant 

Best Western Mttrkita Inn 


Edmond 

Best Western Edmond Inn & Suites 
El Reno 

Best Western Hensley's 
Elk City 

Best Western Elk City Inn 

Enid 

Best Western Inn 
Glenpool (Tulsa Area) 

Best Western Glenpool/Tutsa 
Grove 

Best Western TrmberRidge Inn 

Guthrie 

Best Western Territorial Inn 
Lawton 

Best Western Lawton Hotel 
Si Convention Center 

McAlester 

Best Western Inn of McAlester 


Miami 

Best Western Inn of Miami 

Oklahoma City 

Best Western Broadway Inn & Suites 
Best Western Memorial Inn & Suites 
Best Western 
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Then and Now 

The new Oklahoma History Center is making history 
its own as a must-see travel destination. 


0 ! 


fioma History Center in Oklahoma 
$1? is home to four permanent galleries, 
including the Inasmuch Gallery, which 
spotlights Oklahoma's cultural history. 


KLAHOMA’S RICH past is now preserved at the Oklahoma History Center, illuminating 
the state’s culture in grand architectural style. Almost a decade in the making, the 
Oklahoma Historical Society’s new facility across from the State Capitol gives the 
Oklahoma Museum of History five times the exhibit space of its former building. Must- 
see exhibits include artifacts from a recently excavated 1838 Red River steamship, 
a Civil War cannon, and the Oklahoma American Indian Exhibit. The museum also 
features an eighty-foot glass atrium with a replica of the Winnie Mae, which Wiley 
Post flew around the world in 1931 and 1933. — Kimberly Mauck 

Oklahoma History Center, 2401 North Laird. (405) 522-5243 or okhc.us. 
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The museum represents all of Oklahoma and Oklahomans ' 

— Oklahoma History Center director Dan Provo 
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What to Do With ? 


Hit the Road 


'Nothing's ever been as fun as baseball * 

— Mickey Mantle 
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Batter Up! 

Nothing says spring like a J- 
day at the ballpark. , in this case, 
the SBC Bricktown Ballpark in 
Oklahoma City. 


O NE, TWO, THREE strikes, you’re 
out! The door, that is — to the SBC 
Bricktown Ballpark. The vintage- 
style 13,G66-seat venue located in 
the heart of Bricktown has been 
home to the Texas Rangers' AAA team Oklahoma 
RedHawks since opening in 1998> one of the key 
components of Oklahoma City’s Metropolitan Area 
Projects (MAPS). 

This spring, there s a whole roster of reasons to visit 
the Brick The always-com petit we 'Hawks are fresh off 
a 2005 American Conference South Division champion- 
ship, their second in a row. Beginning with an eight-game 
home stand on April 6, a total of sixteen home contests 
arc on the months calendar, and brand-new manager 
Tim Ireland takes the teams reins. Its a great time to 
grab a ball cap and head to the Brick for a few hours 
of fun, warm sunshine, and home runs, 

— Steffi e Corcoran 


The SBC Bricktown Ballpark is located at 2 South 
Mickey Mamie Drive in downtown Oklahoma City , 
(405) 2 IS- 1000 or oklahomaredhawks.com , 


The Oklahoma RedHawks kick off the 2006 
season with a home game on April 6, 
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The Emerald Glen Suite is one of two guest 
accommodations at the Rusty Gables Guest 
Lodge & Gallery, a 30-acre property and lodge 
in northeast Oklahoma City. 
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Feelin Rusty? 

An Oklahoma City bed andvreakfast has 
just the solution for those tired old bones. 


A RECENT ARRIVAL ON the Oklahoma bed and breakfast scene. Rusty 
Gables Guest Lodge & Gallery in Oklahoma City offers country solace 
with big-city convenience. The western -style ranch property is just five 
minutes cast of Bricktown. 

Owners Sam Nicolosi and Don Paul opened Rusty Gables in early 2003. The 
lodges two 700 -square-foot suites include Jacuzzis, king-size beds, fireplaces, and 
sitting rooms. After a little R&R, guests can soak up culture in the Great Room 
Gallery or sip Oklahoma- made wines on rite lodges expansive porch. 
Spring through fall, the lodge provides ten horses for guided journeys 
along the Rusty Gables trails. For Nicolosi, the ranch is a dream come true. 
"What l hear from people the most Is, I cant believe how 1 feel so far out 
in the country when I'm just off the highway” — Megan Ross mart 


Get This! 


Cirque du Solely 
Delirium Tickets 


Rusty Gables Guest Lodge & Gal- 
lery states range from $1 69 to $199 
per night, breakfast included . 3800 
Northeast Fiftieth Street, (405) 424 - 
1015 or rustygablesbb.com. 
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Prepare to be dazzled. On March 7 and 8, the 
pounding rhythms, enormous 
projection screens, mind- 
bending lyrics, and forty-five 
dormers mat make up the 
rban musical extravaganza 
Cirque du Salehs Delirium 
arrives at Oklahoma City 's Ford 
Center 8 pm Tickets, $69.50 to 
$99.50. okfordcenter.com. 
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fit, 4 Box 77-2 * Broken Spw ( OK 74728 
www. bea versbendmarin a.com 


mum 


Whether you stay in our luxury 
houseboat, rent a jet ski, or a 
party barge t we know what 
fun is at 

Beavers Bend Marina! 


CITY ARTS CENTER 

CELEBRATES 40 TEARS OF ART 
& COLLABORATION AT GEMINI G.E.L. 




VIEW AND PURCHASE MUSEUM DUALITY PRINTS 
BY SOME OF TODAY'S MOST COLLECTED ARTISTS 


March 24 th - April 22 nd , 2006 
Opening Gala: Friday, March 24^ 200B 
7 ■ 10 pm $50 

Gallery Hours 
Mon - Tluirs 9am - 10pm 
Erl & Sat Ram - 5pm 
Free Admission 



CITY ARTS CENTER 


AT FAIR PARK 


3000 General Pershing Blvd. I OKC, OK 73107 
405-951-0000 I www.cityartscEnterarg 
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Hit the Road 


The Museum: 
Where Knowledge Is 


By Kimberly Mauck 



At these 109 institutions 
of art, culture, history 
and the generally 
sublime, travelers will 
boost their Oklahoma 
IQs in no time. Plus, 
in honor of Women's 
History Month in 
March, meet four high- 
achieving gals and their 
favorite museums. 


AIR & SPACE 

From high-flying pilot Wiley Post to out-of- 
this-worid astronaut Tom Stafford, Oklahoma 
has a strong history in air and space. 

In Weatherford, visitors can blast off 
to the Thomas P. Stafford Air and Space 
Museum, a facility devoted to NASA 
astronaut and Weatherford High School 
graduate Lieutenant General Thomas P 
Stafford. Holdings include his space suit 
helmet and a vintage NASA control paneh 
I he museum also contains extensive air 
travel exhibits, including four military planes 
and replicas of the Spirit of St, Louis and 
the 1903 Wright Flyer, (580) 772-5871 or 
staffordaimndspacemuseu m , com. 

* Tulsa Air and Space Museum ,(918) 

834-9900 or tulsaairandspaccrnuscum. 

com 

ARCHITECTURE 

li Frank Lloyd Wright builds it, they will 
come. Bartlesville is home to the only sky- 
scraper ever built by one of Americas most 
celebrated architects, the Price Tower Art 
Center. Hie 221 -foot-tall structure houses 
rotating architecture exhibitions, the Inn at 
Price Lower, and the Copper Restaurant + 
Bar. Museum spokesperson Jennifer Cordero 
says, "Price Tower is the only Frank Lloyd 


Wright-built skyscraper inspired by a tree 
(918) 336-4949 or prkttower.org. 

Shawnee s Romanesque Santa Fe Depot 
Museum, home of the Historical Society of 
Pottawatomie County, is another of Oklahoma* 
important architectural structures. (4 05) 275- 
8412 or santafcdepomiusetwL org 

* Bel vi dcrc Mansion, Claremore, (918) 
342-1 127 or rchsl.org/bclvidcre.htm 

* Guthrie Scottish Rite Masonic 
Center, (405) 282- 1281 or guthriescot- 
rishrite.org 

ART 

Art isn’t just lor art s sake at Tulsas Sherwin 
Mil ler Museum of Jewish Art. Here, an 
preserves and celebrates a culture, "There 
were Jews in Oklahoma before the state was 
a state. Our goal is to present that heritage,” 
says Brenda Michael- Haggard, the museums 
development director. The Sherwin Miller is 
also home to a Holocaust Education Center 
and the Oklahoma Jewish Archives, (918) 
492- 1818 or Jewish museum, net. 

Artist, cowgirl, single mot hen These 
three usually distinct terms describe a true 
Oklahoma original, Augusta Corson Met- 
calfe. After a long day on the farm, Metcalfe 
painted rich depictions of life on a turn- 
of-the-century Indian Territory farm. Her 


works are on display at her family’s original 
640 -acre homestead in Durham, the Break 
O’Day Farm and Metcalfe Museum, along 
with original and relocated buildings. (580) 
655-4467 or metatlfemuseum.org. 

The Sooner State has Benedictine monk 
and artist Father Gregory Gerrer to thank for 
a priceless art collection that spans centuries 
Lind continents, Shawnee’s Mabee-Gerrer 
Museum of Art houses more than 6,000 
artifacts and works of art from the Renais- 
sance to the twentieth century. Father Gerrer s 
collection is so huge, only 3 percent of it 
can be displayed at the museum, located on 
the St, Gregory’s University campus. (405) 
878-5300 or mgmoa.org 

* Fred Jones Jr, Museum of Art, Nor- 
man, (405) 325-3272 or ou.edu/fjjma 

• Gilerease Museum, Tulsa. (888) 655- 
2278 or gilcrease.org 

* Jacobson House Native Art Center, 
Norman, (405) 366-1667 or jacobson- 
house.com 

* National Cowboy & Western Heritage 
Museum, Oklahoma City, (405) 478- 
2250 or nationalcowboymuseum.org 

• Oklahoma City Museum of Art, (405) 
236-3 1 00 or okcmoa.com 

• Philbrook Museum of Art, Tulsa, 

(800) 324-7941 or philbrook.org 
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This two-ton repiica of Wiley Post’s 
Winnie Mae was built by Southwest 
Museum Services in Houston. The 
original Winnie Mae is displayed at the 
Smithsonian National Air and Space 
Museum in Washington DC. 
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Hit the Road 


CHILDREN 

No more pencils, no more books, no more 
teachers' dirty looks at these three educational 
museums made just for kids. 

The Jasmine Moran Children's Museum 
in Seminole is a grown-up world reduced to 
kid size, where children can try out grocery 
shopping and test-dri v$ careers. (800) 259- 
5437 or jasminemomn. com. 

Leonardos Discovery Warehouse in Enid 
is a place for kids to be kids, with a three-story 
castle full of obstacle courses and mazes, a 
“dinosaur dig" sandbox, dress-up area, art 
studio, and music lab. (580) 233-2787 or 
leondrdm.org. 

Oklahoma City's Omniplex Science 
Museum is fun for kids of all ages, with a 
planetarium, summer camps, and exhibits 
designed to be poked, prodded, and climbed* 
(800) $32-7652 or omniplex.org. 


GEOLOGY/NATURAL HISTORY 

In Oklahoma's natural history museums, 
the past is so alive, Pawnee Bill seems like 
a newcomer and the Conestoga wagon a 
newfangled contraption. 

The University of Oklahoma's Sam Noble 
Oklahoma Museum of Natural History in 
Norman makes no bones about being the 
premier facility for dinosaur remains in the 
state. The Hall of Ancient Life takes visitors 
through the Age of Dinosaurs, featuring the 
worlds largest reconstruction of an Apatosaurus^ 
while the Hall of Natural Wonders offers a tour 
of Oklahoma wildlife, including a limestone 
cave, mixed-grass prairie, and Ozark forest. 
(405) 325-4712 or snomnh.ou.edu. 

Where do Oklahoma's tribal artifacts come 
from? Visit the Spiro Mounds Archaeological 
Center to find one source. The states only 
archaeological park was a site for a meeting of 



‘The Five Civilized Tribes Museum in Muskogee tells the greatest and most powerful story in 
American history," says Martha Watson Griffin, president and CEO of MGW Enterprises in 
Muskogee and owner and manager of the Watson Ranch in Morris, Oklahoma. "I am always 
amazed by the struggles and victories that are told through the art," Griffin, whose family owns 
Griffin Food Company and Griffin Television, says Jerome Tiger's Trail of Tears is among her 
favorites at the Muskogee museum. Tr tells a moving story," she says. 
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‘Of the 20,000 
archaeological 
sites in the 
state, only this 
one is open to 
the public.’ 

—Dennis Peterson, Spiro 
Mounds manager 

some sixty tribes from across the lower Mis- 
sissippi Valley and has yielded thousands of 
religious and ornamental objects. Says Spiro 
Mounds manager Dennis Peterson, “Of the 
20,000 archaeological sites in the state, only 
this one is open to the public.” (918) 962- 
2062 or myspiro.com. 

* NWOSU Museum of Natural History , 
Alva, (580) 327-85 1 3 or nwosu.edu 

* Oklahoma Aquarium, Jenks, (9 1 8) 
296-3474 or okaquarium.org 

* Oklahoma Forest Heritage Center 
Museum, Broken Bow, (580) 494- 
6497 or heave rsbend.com/ fhchtml 

* Richard O. Dodrill's Museum of 
Rocks, Minerals 8c Fossils, Cushing, 
(918) 225-0662 

* Timberlake Rose Rock Museum, 

Noble, (405) 872-9838 or roserockmu- 
scum.com 

* Tucker Tower, Ardmore, (580) 223- 
4044 or oklahomaparks.com 

LIVING HISTORY 

The Fort Gibson Historic Site is located 
on an Indian Territory army post which 
operated from 1824 to the 1890s. Today, a 
reconstructed log fort and twenty-eight other 
historic buildings dot the property. “We tell 
Stories of the past," says historic interpreter 
Mike Bradley. “It certainly is education, but if 
1 didn't think it was fun, I wouldn't be doing 
it.” (918) 478-4088 or okhhtory.org, 

A house made of dirt may not sound very 
inviting, but thousands of people visit Aline's 
century-old Sod House Museum each year. 
Oklahoma Lind Run participant Marshal Me- 
Cully built rhis “soddy 7 ’ in 1894. Legend lias 
it that McCully s sodhouse survived while all 
others have fallen back into the earth because 
of the protection provided by a large dm tree 


and a two-story frame house McCnlly later \ 
built, (580) 463-2441 or okhistoyjorg. 

* Cherokee Strip Museum and Rose 
Hill School, Perry, (580) 336-2405 or 

okhistory.org 

* Fort Washita Historic Site, Durant, 

(580) 924-6502 or okhistory.org 

* Har-Ber Village, Grove, (9 1 8) 786- 
3488 or har-bcrvil Iage.com 

* Ham Homestead and 1 889crs Mu- 
seum, Oklahoma City, (405) 235-4058 
or harnhomestead.com 

* Oklahoma Frontier Drugstore Mu- 
seum, Guthrie, (405) 282-1895 

* Old Town Museum Complex, Elk 
City, (580) 225-6266 or elkcity.com 

* Overstreet- Kerr Historical Farm, 
Sallisaw, (918) 966-3396 or kerrcenter. 
com/overs treet/index.h mil 

* Pionee r Her i tage Towns i te Cen ter, 
Frederick, (580) 335-5844 

MILITARY 

Oklahoma citizens can easily fall into 
formation to learn the military history of 
our great state. 

An excellent first duty station is the Fort 
Sill National Historic Landmark, with 
fifty original military buildings chat date to 
1846, Visitors can march around the Can- 
non Walk, where theyll see Atomic Annie, 
r he first atomic cannon, and pay respects to 
warriors Geronimo and Quanah Parker. 

11 Fort Sill has been a crossroads in Okla- 
homa and American history” says historic 
site director and curator Towana Spivey, "The 
military, civilian, and Native American men, 
women, and children who lived and died on 
these hallowed grounds made an indelible 



The Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural 
History in Norman includes a number of kid- 
friendly exhibits. 



Branch manager of the South Broken Arrow Library, New York City native Kimberly J. Johnson 
of Tulsa says Oklahoma’s newest big museum, the Oklahoma History Center in Oklahoma City 
is her favorite, “You leave the museum with a well-rounded, comprehensive understanding of 
Oklahoma and its people," she says. Calling the museum’s Clara Luper exhibit a must-see, Johnson, 
the coordinator of the African-American Resource Center for the Tulsa City- County Library from 
1998 to 2005, is credited with starting the Tulsa Metro Reads countywide reading program. 


impression on Oklahoma and American 
history,” (580) 442-5123 or sili-wunv.army, 
miUmusmm , 

The nation’s largest military history mu- 
seum is Oklahoma City’s 45th Infantry 
Division Museum. Enthusiasts will marvel 

at the quantity of uniforms, military vehicles, 
and artillery displayed. (405) 424-5313 or 
45ihdivision m useum com , 

* Confederate Memorial Museum & 
Cemetery, Atoka, (580) 889-7192 or 
c i vi l waral bum. co m /at oka 

* Historic Fort Reno, El Reno, (405) 
262-3987 or forcreno.org 

* U.S.S. Batfish & War Memorial Park, 
Muskogee, (918) 682-6294 or ussbac- 
fish.com 

* Washita Battlefield National Historic 
Site, Cheyenne, (580) 497-2742 or nps. 
gov/waba 

MUSIC 

Some art is better heard than seen, and a 
few Oklahoma museums devote their atten- 
tion to that very idea. 


The National Four-String Banjo Hall 
of Fame Museum in Guthrie is the only 
museum in the country devoted to this 
original American instrument. Pickers and 
grinners will delight in the ornate banjos on 
display and the instrument’s history, from 
minstrel to big band. (800) 652-2656 or 
banjomuseum, com ; 

Oklahoma jazz greats like Charlie Chris- 
tian and Chet Baker are commemorated at 
Tulsas Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame, where 
a library and historic photographs give music 
lovers plenty ro pore over, (800) 348-9336 
or okjozz.org. 

Lawton’s Percussive Arts Society 
Museum displays percussion instruments 
from around the world. Visitors can try 
out instruments in a hands-on exhibit or 
browse a percussion reference library, (580) 
353-1455 or pas.org. 

NATIVE AMERICAN 

Thirty-nine Indian tribes arc headquartered 
in Oklahoma, and many have their own 
museums. Whether specific to one tribe 
or general to Native culture, these facilities 
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lc II an Oklahoma story in which all citizens 
have a part, 

Tahlequahs Cherokee Heritage Center is 

much more than a museum; its home to the 
Cherokee Family Research Center, the Tsa- 
L^a-Gi Ancient Village, and the Adams Comer 
Rural Village* The Trail of fairs exhibit depicts 
the Chcrokees* forced removal to Indian Ter- 
ritory in six galleries, “Cultural diversity is a 
very important pan of what makes Tahlequah 
and Cherokee Count)' tick. The Cherokee 
Heritage Center is an important resource for 
that,” says Tahlcquah mayor Ken Purdy* (888) 


999-6007 or cherokeehtritagr.org. 

The Creek Council House Museum in 

Okmulgee is an architectural masterpiece that 
dates to 1 878 and houses artifacts documenting 
the history of the Muscogee- Creek Nation, 
Recipient of a national preservation award, 
die two-story building was once the scat of 
tribal government* (9 IS) 756-2324 * 

* Aidoa Lodge Museum, Muskogee, 
(888) 682-55 1 4 or baconc.edu/ataloa 

* Chickasaw Council House Museum, 
Tishomingo, (580) 371-3351 

* Five Civilized Tribes Museum, Musk- 


ogee, (918) 683-1701 or fivetribes.org 

* Indian City USA, Anadarko, (800) 
433-5661 orindiancityusa.com 

* Plains Indians & Pioneers Museum, 
Woodward, (866) 384-2172 or 
pipmLcom 

* Southern Plains Indian Museum, 
Anadarko, (405) 247-6221 

OIL INDUSTRY 

Seminole’s Oklahoma Oil Museum 

documents the stare's oil-boom days, 
featuring a 127-foot historic derrick and 





"The Oklahoma City Museum ot An is my favorite," says neonatologist 
Mary Anne McCafirce* a professor of pediatrics at the OU Health Sci- 
ences Center in Oklahoma City* "Our children have grown up learning 
about art from many sources, and the Oklahoma City museums were a 
big part of that To have this fabulous building with great displays and 


the Chili uly makes it even better* We live near downtown, in Edgemere 
Park, anti love the proximity to this jewel." MvCaffree is widely recognized 
for her achievements in the medical community and, in 2005. received 
the prestigious Abraham Jacobi Aw ard from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the first neonatologist and Oklahoman to do so. 
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‘Fort Sill 
has been a 
crossroads 
in Oklahoma 
and American 
history.’ 

-Towana Spivey, curator of 
the Fort Sill National Historic 
Landmark 

ocher oil field equipment, (405) 382-1500 
or o klaho ma -oilm use it nr co m . 

Oklahoma's tenth governor, E, W. Mar land, 
was founder of Mai land Oil Company, later 
Conoco, His business bought him a “Palace 
on the Prairie” in Ponca City, the Marland 
Mansion, a $5.5 million Italian manor with 
gold ceilings and magnificent murals. 

“This is a rags-to-riches saga of romance, 
wealth, power, palatial villas, and fabulous par- 
ties " says David Keathly, executive director of 
the Marland Estate, “Governor Marland and 
Lydies story is a Shakespearean-type tragedy 
and great mystery woven into the first three 
decades of Oklahoma's statehood.” (800) 
422-8340 or marlanAmamion, com. 

The lavish country home of Frank Phillips, 
founder of Phillips Petroleum Company, 
is now Woolaroc Ranch, Museum and 
Wildlife Preserve, a % 700-acre property in 
Bartlesville, The museum houses western an 
and artifacts, while buffalo, elk, and longhorn 
cattle roam the ranch freely. (888) 966-5276 
or woolaroc.org. 

* Healdton Oil Museum, (580) 229- 
0900 or okhistory.org 

* Triangle Heritage Oil 8c Historical 
Museum, Cleveland, (918) 358-3348 

OKLAHOMA HISTORY 

Lawton’s Museum of die Great Plains 

focuses on the history of the Plains Indians, 
with more than 3,200 tribal artifacts and a 
recreated downtown, Lawton mayor John 
Purcell enjoys absorbing the history of his 
hometown and state — and introducing it to a 
new generation. “I like to bring my grandson 
so he can see what Lawton used to look like 
even before my time,” Purcell says, (580) 
581-3460 or mt4smmgreatplatm.org. 


If you want to know whats coo! about 
Oklahoma's past — from outlaws to the first 
country and western band — visit Ripleys 
Washington Irving Trail Museum. Located 
at the site where American writer Washington 
[wing documented Oklahoma before settle- 
ment, the museum contains a permanent 
“History's Forgotten Treasures” exhibit and a 
western Americana antique shop. (405) 624 - 
9130 or cowboy. netlnonprofitUrving. 

• Oklahoma City National Memorial 8c 
Museum, (405) 235-33 1 3 or okla- 
horn ac i ty natio n aim cm or i al . org 

• O kl ah o m a Governor's Mansion , 
Oklahoma City, (405) 522-8871 or 
go vernor.state. ok. us 

• Oklahoma History Center, Oklahoma 

City, (405) 522-5248 or okheus 

• Oklahoma Territorial Museum and 
Carnegie Library, Guthrie, (405) 282- 
7286 or okhistory.org 

OKLAHOMANS 

A few larger-dian-life Oklahomans have 
been so thoroughly written into the states 
history that their homes have been preserved 
and converted into museums. 

Pawnee Bill promoted his Wild West Show 
all over the world between 1888 and 1913, 
hut he always came back co die Pawnee Bill 
Ranch Historic Site. “His Buffalo Ranch 
on Blue Hawk Peak in Pawnee serves as a 
testimony to one mans dream of stardom and 
his vision to preserve elements of Oklahoma 
history forever” says Erin Brown, historical 
collections specialist for the ranch. (918) 
762-2513 or okhistory.org. 

Built iti 1903, die Overhoiser Mansion was 
the first mansion built in what would become 
Oklahoma City’s Heritage Hills neighborhood. 



The Ataloa Lodge Museum in Muskogee was 
dedicated in 1932. 



This display contains items in the Romancing 
the Trail exhibit at the Chisholm Trail Heritage 
Center in Duncan, 


“Tliis house is a reminder of the indomitable 
pioneer spirit of the 1 8S9ers, that anything is 
possible in Oklahoma” says Heather Seifert, 
executive director of Preservation Oklahoma. 
(405) 528-8485 or preserveok.org, 

* Gene Autry Oklahoma Museum, (580) 
294-3047 or cow- boy.com/ museum.htm 

* Jim Thorpe House, Yale, (91 8) 387- 

2815 

* Roger Miller Museum, Erick, (580) 
526-3833 or rogermillermuseum.com 

* Sequoyah’s Cabin, Sallisaw, (918) 775- 
2413 or okhistory.org 

* Tom Mix Museum 8c Western Theatre. 
Dewey, (918) 534-1555 

* Will Rogers Birthplace Ranch (Dog 
Iron Ranch), Oologah, (800) 324-9455 
or willrogers.com 

* Will Rogers Memorial Museum, Clare- 
more, (800) 324-9455 or wilirogcrs.com 

REGIONAL HISTORY 

N, Scott Momadays oft-used term ‘memory 
in the blood” refers to the idea that people 
can remember their ancestors' suffering and 
triumph without being told their stories. Just 
imagine how hearing those stories at one of the 
states many regional museums could strengthen 
memories and connections to home. 

Duncan’s Chisholm Trail Heritage 
Center is a world-class facility that brings 
the historic cattle driving trail to life. “The 
whole museum is awesome,” says Camle Scott, 
Duncan Chamber of Commerce president. 
“Cowboys tell you the history of Chisholm 
Trail. You don’t just stand there and read 
about it.” The interactive childrens gallery 
can hold up to four school busloads, and 
the Chisholm Trail Experience recreates the 


HIT THE KOAD 


Museums 




Hit the Road 
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The Oklahoma History Center opened in November 2005, 

Museum Group 

State-run museums bring Oklahoma history-to life. 

The Oklahoma Historical Society Is a first-rate operation that doesn’t leave our story to 
chance. Charged with archiving and maintaining the state's history since 1893 , the state 
organization administers and oversees the largest collection of museums in Oklahoma, 
With a total of thirty two facilities and sites under its umbrella, this amazing museum 
network includes every thing horn the Sod House Museum in Aline to the spectacular 
new Oklahoma Histoty Center. Many offer free admission' ail include a one-of-a-kind 
glimpse into Oklahoma's past. For a complete list, visit okhistory.org. 



sounds and sights of the trail. (580) 252-6692 
or onthechisholrntmiL com , 

The Three Valley Museum in Durant 
showcases die history of southeast Oklahoma, 
with a Native American Gallery that high- 
lights area tribes* a recreated downtown, and 
a transportation exhibit. Durant and Bryan 
County residents enjoy spotting friends and 
family in the photographs of downtown 
and Southeastern Oklahoma State Univer- 
sity. (580) 920-1907 or durantmmnstreet 
orghn itseu m2 , him. 

* Arkansas River Historical Society 
Museum, Catoosa, (888) 572-7678 or 
arkansasriver.org 

* Cherokee Strip Museum, Alva, (580) 
327-2030 

* Chisholm Trail Museum and Gover- 
nor Seay Mansion, Kingfisher, (405) 
375-5176 or okhistOty.org 

* Cimarron Heritage Center, Boise 

City, (580) 544-3479 or ptsi.net/user/ 
museum 



* Museu m of the Western Prairie, Altus, 
(580) 482-1044 or okhistoty.org 

* No Man’s Land Museum, Good well, 
(580) 349-2670 or okliisrory.org 

■ Old Greer County Museum 8c Hail of 
Fame, Mangum. (580) 782-2852 

* Oolagah Historical Museum, Oologah, 
(918) 443-2790 or oolagah.net 

* Sheerar Museum, Stillwater, (405) 
377-0359 or sheerarmuseum.org 

* Shortgrass Country Museum, Sayre, 
(580) 928-5757 or sayreok.net 

SPECIAL INTEREST 

In Claremore* more than 20,000 unique 
firearms and artifacts can be found at the 
J,M. Davis Arms 8c Historical Museum, 
which houses the worlds largest privately 
owned gun collection. From the Brazil- 
ian pistol a to a 50-caliber sniper rifle, 
this place is the silver bullet for any gun 
enthusiast. (918) 341-5707 or thegun- 
m useum.com. 

One of Oklahoma’s most historic black 


towns is also home to the states only 
resource center for African American his- 
tory. Langstons Melvin B. lolson Black 
Heritage Center contains art, books, 
and records lor viewing and research. 
(405) 466-3346 or lunct.edu/lib. 

Northwestern Oklahoma’s early reli- 
ance on wind power for water is the 
real reason for the Shat tuck Windmill 
Museum and Park. With thirty-six rare 
and restored windmills dating to 1874, 
this museum does more than “just put 
up a bunch of old windmills,” says 
museum director Phyllis Ballew, “Were 
trying to relate them to the people who 
live here.” (580) 938-5146 or shottuck- 
wi ndm Hint useu m, org. 

* 1 4 Flags Heritage Museum, Sal- 
lisaw, (918) 775-2558 

* 99s Museum of Women Pilots, 
Oklahoma City, (405) 685-9990 or 

ninety-nines.org/ museum, html 

* Oklahoma State Firefighters 
Museum, Oklahoma City, (405) 
424-3440 or osfa, info/ muse.html 

* Oklahoma Museum of Higher 
Education in Historic Old Central, 
Stillwater, (405) 744-2828 or okhis- 

tory.org 

* Oklahoma State Capital Publish- 
ing Museum, Guthrie, (405) 282- 
4123 or okhistory.org 

* Pioneer Woman Museum, Ponca 
City, (580) 765-6108 or okhistory. 
org 

* Round Barn, Arcadia, (405) 396- 
0824 or arcadiaroundbarn.org 



Among its many frontier life items, the 
Cimarron Heritage Center in Boise City has a 
collection of 4,828 mounted buttons. 
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Oklahoma City writer Pam Fleischaker feds a special connection to the Fred Jones Jr. Museum 
ol Art in Norman: Her husband Davids parents donated their private collection of American 
Indian, Southwest, and Taos Society art to the Fred in 1996, Tm especially happy to see this 
museum grow into its new elegant— but srili accessible— home, p she says, noting that Ernest 
L, Blumenscheins Taos Valley and Mountain landscape is her favorite piece. Fleischaker s most 
recent book, American Woman: Lost and found in Oklahoma, was published in 2001 . 


SPORTS 

Stillwater's National Wrestling Hall of 
Fame and Museum, the only fact lity of i ts 
kind in the nation, turns thirty this year. 
“When you consider how many NCAA 
championships Oklahoma universities have 
produced, not to mention the individual 
world and Olympic champions, you can 
sec that our small state has not just had a 
national impact but a global impact on the 
sport of wrestling, 71 says Lee Roy Smith, 
the museums executive director. (405) 
377-5243 or wrestlinghallojfame.org. 

• International Gymnastics Hall of 
Fame, Oklahoma City, (405) 235- 
5600 or ighof.com 

* National Softball Hall of Fame and 


Museum. Oklahoma City, (405) 
424-5266 or asasoftbalLcom/halL 
of_fame 

• Oklahoma Sports Museum, Guth- 
rie, (405) 260-1342 or oklahomas- 
portsmuseum.com 

TOYS/MINIATURES 

From G.L Joe to Spiderman, the Toy 
and Action Figure Museum in Pauls 
Valley, opened in October 2005, is the 
first and only museum of its kind in the 
world. Its wonders include a large collec- 
tion of popular culture toys, an Action 
Figure Hall of Fame, hands-on exhibits 
fo r kids of all ages, and a look at how toys 
are made. (405) 233-6300 or act ion figure- 
museum. com. 


‘Our small state 
has not just 
had a national 
impact but a 
global impact 
on the sport of 
wrestling.’ 

—Lee Roy Smith of the 
National Wrestling Hall of 
Fame and Museum 


* Eliza Cruce Hall Doll Museum, 
Ardmore, (580) 223-8290 

* Ida Dcnnie Willis Museum of Min- 
iatures, Dolls &Toys, Tulsa, (918) 
584-6654 

* RS&K Railroad Museum, Sayre, 

(580) 928-3525 

TRANSPORTATION 

Darryl Starbird s National Rod & Cus- 
tom Car Hall of Fame Museu m in Afton 

displays a rotating collection of about fifty 
one-of-a-kind, custom-built vehicles. Ephem- 
era and memorabilia of unique custom cars 
since the 1950s are also on display. (918) 
257-8224 or darrylstarbird.com . 

Elk City's National Route 66 Museum 
chronicles a journey through all eight states 
along the Mother Road, Recorded histo- 
ries and personal accounts guide visitors 
from exhibit to exhibit. (580) 225-6266 
or elkdty.com. 

The Oklahoma Route 66 Museum in 

Clinton, designed by Oklahoma City ar- 
chitect Rand Elliott, focuses on all aspects 
of the historic road, with an audio tour by 
Route 66 scholar Michael Wallis, cultural 
artifacts, and a drive-in theater. (580)323- 
7866 or routc66.org. 

* Muscle Car Ranch, Chickasha, (405) 
222-4910 or musdecarranch.com 

* Oklahoma Railway Museum, 
Oklahoma City, (405) 424-8222 or 
oklahomarailwaymuseum.org 

* Railroad Museum of Oklahoma, 
Enid, (580) 233-305! 
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0 The Blue Door Presents 



inConcert 

with an opening performance 
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Stage Center, Oklahoma City 

8 p.m. Friday, March 24, 2006 
400 West Sheridan 

For tickets, call {405} 270-4800 or stagecenter.com 


"Galveston" 
"Wichita Lineman” 
"MacArthur Park" 
"By The Time 1 Get To Phoenix" 
"Highwayman" 


Media Sponsor: Oklahoma Today 

Also, join us for an intimate performance with Jimmy Webb on 
Saturday, March 25, at the Blue Door, 2805 North McKinley. 
For tickets, call (405) 524-0738 or bluedoorokc.com 



I was from Oklahoma, I always will be from Oklahoma, ancjl'm pft| 


A Hollywood ton tells how to stay true to your Oklahoma origins. 


“I’ve never been impressed with fame and 
fortune. Fame is very fleeting, and I knew 
that going in.” 

“I did not get into acting to become famous. 
I got into acting to make a living." 

“I have a very strong work ethic. I can’t 
remember when I was late to work.” 

“I learned the Golden Rule when I was very 
young, and I’ve tried to live it.” 

“You have to be honest with yourself, and by 
being honest with yourself, you’ll be honest 
with everyone.” 


J ames garner’s ACTING career spans more 
than five decades. His roots in Oklahoma 
stretch even further, to the Land Run of 
1889, when his family settled in the Norman area. 
Over the years, the seventy-seven-year-old actor 
has had roles in Maverick, We Rockford Files, 
Support Your Local Sheriff!, and We Notebook. 
This spring, Norman honors Garner during 
James Garner Week, April 1 6 to 22 (jamesgar- 
nerplaza.org). Here, the Emmy award-winning 
actor shares his thoughts on how to remember 
where you come from. — Steffie Corcoran 


Norman native James 
Garner won the 41 st 
Screen Actors Guild Life 
Achievement Award 
in February 2005 for 
his enduring career 
and humanitarian 
accomplishments. 
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"Norman Rockwell has had a huge influence cm my pictorial storytelling," 

-Mike Wimmer 


Wimmer Takes All 

Oklahoma artist Mike Wimmer of Norman has plenty to 
say about family, education, and a guy named Will Rogers. 

Mike Wimmer is one busy guy. Besides illustrating scores of children’s books, Wimmer 
is an accomplished artist with a host of clients including Celestial Seasonings teas and 
American Airlines. Wimmer’s most recent book, Theodore , his second collaboration with 
former Oklahoma governor Frank Keating, was published in January. 


What one Oklahoman would you like 
to meet? Will Rogers. I love his 
honesty and humor and how he 
followed his own path to discover 
his destiny. My grandfather gave 
me some very sage advice that 
sounded like it could have come 
from Will, He said, 14 Do what you 
love, because if you love it, you'll 
get good at it. And if you’re good 
at it, people will pay you for it." 


Who are your biggest artistic in- 
fluences? Narrative artists from 
early comic books and childrens 
classics, N.C. Wyeth was prob- 
ably one of the earliest influ- 
ences, with his manly pirates and 
western heroes. 

Who’s your favorite client? Prob- 
ably me. The pay’s not good, but 
I always enjoy the latitude I’m 



given to experiment, play, and 
take as much time as necessary. 
No deadline pressures. 

Among your own work, what's your 
favorite? The paintings I do of my 
children. Eli and Lauren, every 
year for their birthdays. 

What's your artistic philosophy? 

Its very much like my personal 
philosophy: Be truthful. Be 
precise when precision is needed 
and vague when vague is better. 
Make everything you do the 
best you can make it. And don't 
be afraid to Fail. We learn more 
from our failures than wc do 
from our victories. 

When do you work best? I’m a 

child of the light, not a child of 
darkness, I like to work by natural 
light and don't like working at 
night. It may be more quiet at 
that time, but I’m tired and hit 
the sack early. 

Who or what is the love of your life? 
This blond girl I met in the sev- 
enth grade at West Junior High 
School in Muskogee. 7hat was 
thirty- three years ago. After dat- 
ing her for ten years, 1 gave in to 
the fact that this was for eternity 
Carmel ita and I have been mar- 
ried now for twenty-three years. 

What makes for a good friend? 

Sincerity truthfulness, and com- 
passion. 

What never fails to make you mad? 

Laziness, stupidity, and selfishness 
get my blood boiling. 


Do you have a recurring dream? Vm 

falling out of the sky and land on 
the barbs of a cyclone fence, put- 
ting out my eyes. Blindness, not 
just the lack of sight but the lack 
of vision, scares me. 

What’s the last place you ate out in 
Oklahoma? Misal Bistro in Nor- 
man. We had the buffet and die 
strawberry’ shortcake. 

Whaf s your favorite thing to look at 
in Oklahoma? The sky is beautiful 
here. Being in the middle of the 
fastest-changing weather means 
the sky is changing all the time. I 
love our sunsets and sunrises, our 
very large storm clouds reflecting 
silver to orange to purple against 
a dean canvas of blue, 

‘Quiet, 

determined, 

and 

persistent.’ 

“Mike Wimmer, when 
asked to describe himself 

What’s the best thing about working 
in Oklahoma? I am native to this 
soil. Transplant me and I would 
probably survive, but I could 
never flourish as I have here. My 
roots took hold, and I love the 
soil Plus I love the space. I don’t 
feel crowded. 

What strange talent do you have not 
many people know about? Seeing 
into the future. 

What does Oklahoma need more 

of? A greater respect for educa- 
tion. We sell our futures short 
by neglecting to build a strong 
foundation, I love our pioneer 
spirit and sense of self-reliance, 
but without a deeper devotion to 
education, we may survive, buL 
we wont be leading anyone. 
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\ Little Bit 

| Country 

) 1 A nd a whole lot Oklahoma. 


THIS COUNTRY AND western beauty 
from Bray released her debut album at 
age twenty and once toured with Aussie 
country megastar Keith Urban. While 
still a teenager, she gained scores of 
Oklahoma fans, among them Vince Gill 
and Reba McEntire. “She’s one of the 
best singers I’ve ever heard,” says Mike 
Owens, director of A&R for Universal 
South. Visit OklahomaToday.com or 
check the May/June Name This Okie for 
the answer. Last issue’s Name this Okie 
was Mickey Mantle. — Brooke Adcox 






FI COUNTY 


ALWAYS 

DIFFERENT 

call for a free santa fe county brochure 

1-800-548-8172 

wvm.SeeSantaFe.org 


Welcome to Santa Fe County, 

where dramatic history, vibrant 
culture, pristine nature and world-class 
amenities blend to create a magical 
recipe for serenity and enlightenment. 
It’s a place where you will be rested, 
nourished and revitalized. Where you 
won't just be entertained — youll be 
enchanted. Its all waiting (or you in 
Santa Fe County. 
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Comic Relief 

Ha! April is National Humor Month , 
so we asked these Oklahomans to name 
the most hilarious person they know. 


Cindy Chupack ofTulsa, 
executive producer 
of Sex and the City : “Mi- 
chael Patrick King [lead 
executive producer of&; 
and the City]. If you think 
his work is poignant and 
hilarious, you should see 
him over lunch! * 

J ay C ron I ey, Tulsa World s tafF 
columnist: “My ex-wifes 
Aunt Ila, who used to visit 
people in the hospital and 
tell them who had died with 
what they had,” 

James Gamer of Norman : 
“Stuart Margolin. When 
we worked together on 


The Rockford Files , he was 
hysterical. If I had to work 
with one actor every day for 
the rest of my life, it would 
be Stuart” 

Argus Hamilton, humorist 
from Ponca City: “The late, 
great Edward L Gaylord. 
He used to say lie could 
disappoint both parties just 
by announcing that he was 
really a Democrat” 

Reba McEntire of Chockie: 
“Mv makeup artist/hair 
stylist, Brett Freedman. His 
humor puts everyone at 
ease and makes my life a lot 
more interesting” 



Get This' 


tJ Files OVD 


ss.— ass 

and s atar-studtlatl 0 ues sajd Tf]e 



Roy D. Mercer, alter ego of 
Tulsan Brent Douglas: “An 
old boy 1 saw one rime at 
Driller Stadium, Cornetto, 


who makes funny balloon 
animals " 



Megan Mull ally of Oklahoma 
City: “My husband, Nick 
Offerman, because hes 
smart, fearless, outrageous, 
and inappropriate. He 
knows exactly what it takes 
to make me laugh ” 

Ron Williams, of KISS radios 
morning show in Okla- 
homa City: “My partner, 
Jack Elliott. Hes funnier off 
the mic than on the mlc He 
has a twisted sense of humor 
that cracks me up T 



Visit the museums of 


WjKXftHOMfl 

Frontier 

Museum 


. IB VV 1 

HI ItvrMi i pi-. I- 

3 1 m 

II biiu ,md relish 

ft the ambience of a 

■ bygone era when 

soda fountains and cor- 
ner drugstores were the heart of life in 
Oklahoma's towns. Curiosities abound 
at this treasured sire in the Gaffney 
Building built in 1890. 214 W. Okla- 
homa Ave. Open Tue.—Sat. / 0-5, 
Sun. 1-4 . (405) 282-1895 . www. 

ohlahomadrugsto re m useu m,co m 


A stroll down Oklahoma Avenue 

is a jo urney through Oklahoma^ past 


[SrortsiMuseumi 


Promoting the athletic 
heritage of Oklaho- 
ma... while influenc- 
ing todays youth in a 
positive manner. 
Lose yourself in the excit- 
ing careers of Oklahoma's 
most noted athletes like 
Jim Thorpe, Mickey 
Mamie, Troy Aikman, 
and Shannon Miller. 
Discover three galleries of 
memorabilia, i Deluding 
the stunning 9T"oot War- 
ren Spahn bronze statue 
depicting the annual 
award given to the major 
leagues best left-handed 
pitcher. 31 5 W. 
Oklahoma Ave, 
(405) 260-1342. 
www. o klah ontasp o rts - 
museum.com 


^KXttHOMAVljERRgORWlflA^SEUM 

Discover artifacts and exhibits of 
the 1889 Land Run, Oklahoma’s 
journey to sratehood and . irMi 

Guthries historic Carnegie Li- 

bran, 406 E. Oklahoma Ave. fl 
Open The. -Sat. 9-5 , (405) AuEra 

282-1889. IMAUl 


iNftnON^KQUR’^rRJNGl 

hbhHkme 


Pi bi (suing Museum I 

Learn about 1800s printing | 

technology, the history of 
Oklahoma newspapers and 
early Oklahoma politics* on dis- 
play in this original 1902 build- 
ing. 310 W; Harrison Ave. Open 
Tue.-Sat. 9-5. (405)282-4123. 


M C elebrate the music. 
& art, and heritage of 
1 Americas instrument- 
4 THE BANJCfcat the Na- 
' tional Four-String Banjo 
Museum, a national 
treasure in downtown 
^ Guthrie. l\ 6 E, Oklaho- 
■ ma Ave. Open Tue.—Sat. 

P 10-5. (405) 260-1323. 

www. banjomuseum.org 


UUIHRIE 
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EVAMTAVLOR 


"This is a small group, but it's a powerful group f 

— Tulsa mayor Bill LaFortune on Team Relief in the Tulsa World, October 2 f 2005 



It's a blessing to the people there, and it’s so 
fulfilling,’ says Team Relief coordinator Nina 
Martino. Team Relief will travel to Long Beach, 
Mississippi, from March 19 to 24 and April 23 
to 28. Volunteers are welcome to attend for 
$95, which includes lodging, food, and a T-shirt. 


THE OKLAHOMA 

Standard 

Tulsa s Team Relief helps with 
Hurricane Katrina cleanup. 

O KLAHOMANS HAVE A reputation for lending 
a hand, in August 2005, Hurricane Katrina hit 
rhe Gulf of Mexico and displaced more than 
1.5 million Americans. Today, fifty volun- 
teers— through the Tulsa organization Team 
Relief (918/622-4422 or teamrelief.com) — head south once a 
month to clean up flood debris, replace drywall, and remove limbs. 
Team Relief got its start when mayor Bill LaFortune announced 
that Tulsa would focus its efforts on Long Beach, Mississippi; 
church leader Bill Scheer of Guts Church heeded the call and 
formed the group, pledging to make monthly trips for at least a 
yean Volunteers are always welcome. — Andrea Lopez 
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STORIES 


One of several Oklahomans to receive journalism's highest 
honor, the Pulitzer, Oklahoma City native Anthony Shadid 
takes comfort in telling the stories of war's human toll. 


A FEW DAYS before the New Year 
rang in, Anthony Shadid was 
like any or her Oklahoman who 
knows where to find peace and 
quiet — at a fishing hole. 

He quietly sneaked away from his dad s 
home in Oklahoma City, drove north into 
Logan County, where the Shadid family 
owns five acres, and helped his four-year-old 
daughter Lai la hook her line with bait. The 
thirty- seven-year-old of Lebanese descent 
stood by to rake in the quiet and stillness 
of the day. 

Suddenly, Lailas line bit. Shadid helped 
her reel in the catch — a bass, no less, that 
he proudly talked about the next day, 
“She’s a little fisherwoman,” Shadid says 
excitedly about his daughter. 

In the years to come, w f hen she becomes 
fully articulate, Lallawill likely join others 
from Americas journalistic and literary 


establishments who see her dad as a big 
fisherman of international news stories. 
Penning from the turbulent Middle East 
region as a Washington Post staff writer and 
Middle East correspondent, his stories 
routinely land on the front page of this 
venerable capital city newspaper, provid- 
ing the basis of nonfiction books that have 
critics going gaga. 

In his October 30, 2005, New York Times 
review of Shadid s most recent book, Night 
Draws Near: Iraq's People in the Shadow of 
America's War (Henry Holt and Company, 
September 2005) former London Times 
bureau chief Ben Mad n tyre describes the 
Oklahoma City native and 2004 winner of 
the Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting: 
“As an Arabic speaker with extensive experi- 
ence or the Middle East, he has been able to 
visit places, physically and psychologically, 
where few other reporters could venture. 


By Scott Fitzgerald 
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Oklahoma City native Anthony Shadid, 
37, won the 2004 Pulitzer Prize for 
International Reporting, The Arabic- 
speaking Washington Post journalist 
was recognized for his intimate stories 
about the Iraqi people during wartime. 



Profile: Anthony Shadid 




Winner's Circle 


Okies 


Top of 
I heir 
Game 

Oklahoma has been the 
breeding ground for many 
national and international 
journalists, including 
these eight Pulitzer Prize 
winners. 


1930 ■ MARQUIS JAMES of Enid, 
for Biography; The Raven: A 
Biography of Sam Houston 
1938 -MARQUIS JAMES for 

Biography; Andrew Jackson, 2 
voh> 

1939 * CHARLES G. WERNER 

of Indiana, for Editorial 
Cartooning; Daily Oklahoman 
1960 * VANCE TRIMBLE ofWewoka, 
for Reporting; honored for a 
Scraps- 1 Iowa rd N ewspape r 
Alliance series of articles 
exposing nepotism in the 
United States Congress 
1965- JOHN BERRYMAN of 
Me Ales ter, for Poetry; 77 
Dream Songs 

1969 * N. SCOTT MQMADAY of 

Lawton, for Fiction; House 
Made of Dawn 

1974 * DANIEL J. B00RSTIN of Tulsa, 
for History; The Americans: The 
Democratic Experience 
1996 * CHARLES PORTER JV of 

Stillwater, for Spot News 
Photography; recognized for 
his freelance photographs 
taken after the Oklahoma City 
bombing 

2004- ANTHONY SHADID 

of Oklahoma City, for 
International Reporting; noted 
for his Washington Post articles, 
which captured the voices and 
emotions of the Iraqi people 
during war 


He converses equally easily with the Texas 
private and the Islamic insurgent, cross- 
ing the divide hetween Sunni, Shiite* and 
American to extract the individual stories 
that give human contour to the chaos " 
During a busy weekday when he was 
editing the days copy coming from his 
reporters in the field, David Hoffman, 
assistant managing editor on the foreign 
news desk, didn't hesitate a moment to 
comment about Shad Ids work* 

“He is very good at conceptualizing his 
material, using his articles to tell stories 
with a long trajectory* He uses narrative 
to take the reader on a journey* I think of 
Anthonys work as some kind of magic and 
ask myself, how does he do it? If you read 
his srories, you see that it is not effortless. 
He pours himself into rhe reporting and 
writing* His stories are original — fully 
developed characters, dialogue, events, 
facts — from top to bottom. It may look 
effortless, but in fact it is art and requires 
both inspiration and a ton of hard work/' 
HofFman says. 

HE DESIRE TO achieve and 
the gift to do something with 
the written word was evident 
early during Shad ids forma- 
tive years at 
Heritage Hall, a college 
preparatory school in 
Oklahoma City. 

“Shad id was an excep- 
tional student and writer 
early on. Its no surprise 
he won the Pulitzer/' says 
Lynne Roller, a former 
teacher who taught Eng- 
lish at Heritage Hall for 
nineteen years. 

Another faculty mem- 
ber, social studies chair- 
man John Powell, who 
has been at Heritage Flail 
since 1 979* echoes Roller s 
perceptions* 

“He clearly showed 
promise at a young age. 

1 don’t think anyone who 
knew or taught him is 
shocked by the level of achievement lie has 
earned ” Powell says* “1 distinctly remember 
him being interested in the world* You come 
to notice that kind of thing from teaching 
so many students over the years/’ 


‘He converses 
equally easily 
with the Texas 
private and 
the Islamic 
insurgent, 
crossing the 
divide between 
Sunni, Shiite, 
and American.’ 

—Ben Macintyre, London Times 

Shad id knew at age fifteen or sixteen that 
he wanted to be a journalist. Among his early 
endeavors, he helped start Heritage Hall’s 
student newspaper, the Hall Monitor, and 
participated in a number of competitive 
student activities* 

Classmate Eugene Mitchell, who gradu- 
ated in 1986 with Shadid 
in what Heritage Hall di- 
rector o f commtmicati o ns 
Audra Wilson described 
as a “tightly knit class 
of fifty-seven students,” 
remembers his friend as a 
tough athlete who played 
football, wrestled, and led 
the debate team. 

“Mosr of us who went 
to school with Anthony 
aren’t surprised by his 
tenacity and success. This 
is someone who is very 
focused and has a great 
sense of humor, which 1 
think you need where he’s 
been/’ says Mitchell, now 
the regional vice president 
of external affairs for San 
Diego Gas and Electric 
and Southern California Gas. 

Tire tenacity to which Mitchell refers is 
best exemplified by what Shadid did once he 
graduated from Heritage Hall: He studied 
Arabic at the University of Wisconsin and 



The Best and 
the Brightest 


Anthony Shadid, joined by 
his daughter Laila and mother 
Rhonda, accepted an award 
from the Overseas Press Club 
in November 2005* His most 
recent book, Night Draws Near, 
made the New York Times’s 
list of 100 most notable books 
published in 2005. 
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later did a fellowship in intensive Arabic | 
at the American University in Cairo from i 
1991 to 1992. | 

“I started from scratch,” says Shad id 
about deciding to learn an ancient language 
in his undergraduate years. It was a smart 
decision that paid big dividends down the 
road, Seymour Topping, former administra- 
tor of the Pulitzer prizes and former chair 
of the five-member panel of Pulitzer Prize 
international reporting jurors, oversaw 
Shad id's nomination for the prestigious 
award in 2004. 

"I thought Anthony was deserving of a 
Pulitzer Prize, He's an example of courage 
in a difficult situation. His knowledge of 
Arabic and communication of language 
allowed him to he able to get close to die 
Iraqis and relate their experiences,” Top- 
ping says, 

Shadid did graduate work in Middle 
East studies at Columbia University in 
New York from 1993 to 1994, later join- 
ing the Associated Press as its Middle East 
correspondent in Cairo from 1995 to 1999, 
He then returned to the United States to 
become the news editor of the APs Los 
Angeles bureau, 

tl The Middle East region held a fascination 
for me. 1 had a mixture of family history 
and personal interest, and I knew the AP 
was the quickest vehicle to get over there,” 
Shadid says. 

While in Los Angeles in 2001 — be- 
fore the September 1 1 attacks— Shadid 
penned his first book based on his years 
in Cairo, Legacy of the Prophet : Despots, 
Democrats t and the New Politics of Islam 
(Westview Press) . 

“With the trained eye and skill of a sea- 
soned reporter and the sensitivity and depth 
of a scholar analyzing under the surface, 
Shadid has produced a brilliant and refreshing 
work. A must-read for anyone who wants 
to better understand Islam and its human- 
ity,” Nora Bouse any of the Washington Post 
wrote on the books back cover. 

Shadid then worked for two years in 
Washington with the Boston Globe y where 
he covered diplomacy and the State Depart- 
ment, before coming on board with the 
Washington Post in January 2003- 

In addition to winning the Pulitzer, 
Shadid s stories from Iraq have earned him 
the American Society of Newspaper Editors 
Award for deadline news reporting and the 
Overseas Press Club of Americas Hal Boyle 


Anthony Shadid, right, accepts the Pulitzer Prize from Columbia University president Lee C. 
Bollinger at the May 24, 2004, awards ceremony held in New York City, In January 2006, his 
book Night Draws Near was named a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award. 


Award for best newspaper or wire-service 
reporting from abroad. In 2002, Shadid was 
awarded the George Polk Award for foreign 
reporting for a series of dispatches he wrote 
from the Middle East while working for 
the Boston Globe. 

Closer to home, Shadid is a recently 
added selection committee member of 
the Oklahoma City National Memorials 
“Reflections of Hope” award, given an- 
nually to a person or group whose work 
demonstrates to a community of any size 
the value of hope in the face of political 
violence. Soon an annual Heritage Hall 
writing award will bear his name, and he's 
been chosen to speak at the schools com- 
mcnccment this spring. 

jA BOUT A WEEK before Shadid 
returned to c he Un 1 ted S ta tes 
and eventually Oklahoma, 
j where he spent a few days here 

o r the hoi [days, he fi led a sto ry 
with the Post from his Beirut, Lebanon, 
apartment about the funeral of Gebcan 
Tucni, a prominent Lebanese journalist, 
lawmaker, and opponent of Syria, who was 
the victim of a December 12, 2005, car 


bombing. In an outpouring of grief and fury 
tens of thousands of Lebanese transformed 
their grief and anger ovcrTueni's tragic death 
into a protest against the Syrian government, 
whom they blame for deliberately killing 
opponents, Shadid writes. 

Amid the hostility and raw emotions, 
Shadid stays with the activity from early 
morning through late afternoon, filling up 
his notebooks, interviewing bystanders, and 
quoting family member remarks delivered at 
Tueni s service and eulogy. 

“Beirut Funeral Kindles Fury Toward Syria,” 
by Anthony Shadid, runs in the Posts World 
and Middle East section on December 15* 
It's a remarkable story written in a way that 
lures a reader into motion, asking the writer 
to deliver more. He does. 

Shortly after Shadid files his story with 
the Post y he talked about the inherent risks 
associated with his job. Shadid, who was 
shot in the shoulder on Easter 2002, most 
likely by an Israeli soldier while covering the 
Israeli siege of Yasser Arafat's compound in 
Ram all ah , says the injury has made him very 
aware of the perils his career affords. 

But, he says, “Some stories are important 
enough to go after, regardless of the risk 
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888.999.6007 • www.CherokeeHeritage.org 


K iji 

- 4 y> 

rJlf 


-- _r 


CHEROKEE 

HERITAGE 

CENTER 


Tahlequah, OK 


N estled in the beautiful Oklahoma foothills of the Ozark Mountains is 
the Cherokee Heritage Center - a place to learn about Cherokee 
traditions through an unforgettable, interpretative experience. The Cherokee 
Heritage Center not only teaches history' and culture, it also offers adventure, 
family events, a living museum, a theater, shopping, Cherokee games, 
genealogy and entertainment. Call today to visit the Cherokee Heritage 
Center, the perfect spot to discover a true representation of Cherokee life, 

Cherokee National Museum features the nationally acclaimed Trail of Tears 
Exhibit, rotating exhibits and competitive an shows. The Museum highlights 
specific aspects of Cherokee history' and culture. 

Ancient Village transports you to a time free of European influence, learn 
the practices and history of Cherokee ancestors on guided tours of this 
extensive village. Experience stomp dancing, Hint knapping, blowgun 
shooting, potteiy* stickball and basketry demonstrations. 

Adams Comer Rural Village is a reconstruction of a late 1 9th Century rural 
Cherokee community as it may have appeared after European contact. The 
village's seven buildings are designed and decorated to represent the 
lifestyles of Cherokee people during this time. Connected to Adams Comer is 
Heritage Farm, home to several animals common in this period, 

Cherokee Family Research Center provides research material and assistance 
for tracing Cherokee ancestry. 

Museum Store features handcrafted Cherokee jewelry, pottery, authentic 
arts and crafts,, books, postcards, music and a variety of souvenirs. 
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I have seen the grand and irresistible march oi civilization/ 

- George Catlin 
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One of Albert Bierstadt’s first western paintings, the 
circa- 1860s Multnomah Falls depicts the Columbia 
River Gorge east of Portland, Oregon, It is on display at 
the After Lewis & Clark: The Forces of Change, 1806- 
1871 exhibit at the Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, 


I New Territories 

A Gilcrease Museum exhibit shows the beauty of 
the West’s untamed wilderness. 


T HERE are few archetypes more enduring to our cultural conscious- 
ness than the American West. In Tuisa, a Gilcrease Museum 
exhibit captures the sweeping romantic vistas of our frontier 
landscape. 

After Lewis & Clark: The Forces of Change, 1806-1871 includes 
115 pieces created by men who captured the beauty of our untamed country 
in enduring works of art. 

“Lewis and Clark had only rudimentary drawing skills, so all they could 
do was write descriptions of what they saw,” says senior curator Gary Hood. 
"Pictures, of course, say a thousand words." 

The paintings, lithographs, and engravings in the exhibit tell important stories 
about Oklahoma and the American West and include works by George Catlin, 
John James Audubon, and Thomas Moran. — Kimberly Mauck 

After Lewis & Clark: The Forces of Change, 1806-1871 runs through April 9. 
1400 North Gilcrease Museum Road in Tulsa. (918) 596-2700 orgilcrease.org. 
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Letter From Pocola 


Culture 


"I love cats because I enjoy my home, and little by little, they become its visible soul/— Jean Cocteau 


Here, Kitty Kitty 

In the second installment of hiy column , Doug " 
Kelley and The Girl bring home their first cat. 


W HEN THE GIRl. and I 
got married and moved 
to Pocola, we discovered 
the house that was to be- 
come our Home Sweet 
Home needed some work. We discovered, for 
instance, that we could not run the refrigerator 
and the microwave at the same time without 
tripping the circuit breaker. 

So we called in the expert. Tony New- 
man, who owns Bi -State Electric in Pocola, 
spent the morning putting in a new breaker 
box and running new wiring. Just before 
lunchtime, he said the job was almost 
complete, but he needed one more junction 
box from his shop. 

Til swing back by this evening after 
dinner and finish up,” he said. 


About one o’clock, he pulled into the 
driveway, part in hand, 

“I thought you were coming back after 
dinner,” I said. 

Tony looked puzzled, “I did,” he said. 

“I thought you said this evening.” 

“It is,” 

Country living, of course, requires animals, 
and we were off to a good start. Wc had two 
dogs, a well-behaved cockapoo named Rascal 
belonging to The Girl and an untrained mutt 
named Rascal I brought with me. That’s right, 
two Rascals, a certain sign, when we first met, 
that wc were made for each other. 

For large livestock, we had Bosco, the colt 
watching our every move from behind the 
backyard fence. Bosco apparently watched 
the Rascals and thought he was a dog, too. 


judging by the way he followed us around. 
The house came with a decrepit old barn 
which also needed work, repairs made more 
difficult by the fact that every time 1 drew 
back my hammer to swing at a nail, I would 
hit Bosco in the nose. 

The only thing missing was a cat. You cant 
have a farm, or even a barn, without one. 

One spring day it started to rain, and it 
didn’t stop for three days. When the skies 
finally cleared. The Girl and I, weary of being 
house-bound, went for a walk. A half-mile 
up the road, we heard a plaintive, familiar- 
sounding meow. 

Stepping down off the road, I reached into 
a washed-out bank in the ditch and pulled 
out a small black cat, not much more than 
a kitten. I recognized it as the cat I had seen 
meandering up the road three days earlier, 
just before the rain started. 

"Poor little thing,” wc said. 

Neither of us had ever owned a cat, but 
this one seemed nice enough, and hungry, 
so we carried it home. 

We called her Motor, after the finely tuned 
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sound of her purr. Motor was a small cat, like 
the average model at two- thirds scale, slender 
and sleek. She was a great cat for noncat 
people such as ourselves, never jumping on 
our laps or being otherwise obnoxious. She 
did not run from us, either, not minding if 
we picked her up but never one to initiate 
the contact. It was years before she rubbed 
against my leg. 

It wasn't that Motor was afraid of us. She 
was just shy. If we had company, she would 
leave the yard altogether and climb high into 
a tree across the fence and not come down, 
sometimes all day, until the coast was clear. 

We eventually had another reason for her 
name. One winter day she appeared with her 
tail cut almost cleanly oft, to about a three-inch 
length. The vet said she most likely had been 
sitting on the warm car engine, too close to 
the radiator fan, when we started up. 

She looked a little odd with her short 
tail, but she was a good mo user, keeping us 
supplied with little presents deposited at the 
kitchen door for our approval. What more, 
after all, can you ask of a farm cat? 




www.VisitBartlesviue.com 


Vint 


Bartlesville, city efleyendr. 

C/n Bartlesville, Oklahoma, the town that oil built, you can see roaming herds of exotic 
\J animals on an oil baron’s vast ranch, explore Frank Lloyd Wrights only skyscraper, shop for 
unique treasures and experience the art, culture, history and legends of the great American West. 


Bartlesville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
201 SW Keeler • PO Box 2366 * Bartlesville, OK 74005 * 877-273-2004 • 918-336-8708 
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Learn About This 


Culture 


"Once the party begins, relax, have fun, and be flexible," 

—Leitani Stendebach 



Sunday Soiree 

Seven segg-gestionsforan "Oklahoma backyard Easter hunt 


THIS SPRING, THROW AN EGG-CELENT 
BACKYARD EASTER BASH USING THESE 
SEVEN TIPS THAT WILL KEEP YOUR HOLI- 
DAY FROM GETTING TOO SCRAMBLED. 


Egg-clectic Art 

Why not twist the tradi- 
tional with a tip from Martha 
Stewart? Vinyl adhesive tape 
can he used to make fun 
designs on dyed eggs. Cut 
shapes out of the tape — the 
state of Oklahoma, per- 
haps?’ — then firmly rub the 
design on the egg. Dye the 
egg and let it dry. When you 
remove the tape, a one-of-a- 
kind design remains* 

Deck the Yard 

Oklahoma City event 
planner Leila ni Stendebach 
recommends using pastel 
yellow, pink, and green for a 
color scheme. “I would also 
have hal loons that look like 
Easter eggs to hand out as 
children leave,” she says. 


The Hunt 

Plastic eggs can easily 
be stuffed with candy, 
small toys, and money. 
Make sure kids of all ages 
can find and reach them. 
Want to challenge older 
children? Wait until after 
sunset and conduct an egg 
hunt in the dark. 

Good Eats 

Try a juicy, honey-kissed 
ham from Tulsa s the Ham- 
let (888/420-4267; hamle- 
thams.com) to accompany 
your deviled eggs. These 
precooked, spiral-cut hams 
can be shipped all over 
the country. Picky eaters? 
Stendebach says hot dogs 
and chips should satisfy 
young taste buds. 


Container, Thing 
Contained 

Create eye-catching, prac- 
tical party favors by decorat- 
ing inexpensive baskets with 
ribbon, says Stendebach. 
These containers can be used 
as both table centerpieces and 
egg totes and are available 
at all Hobby Lobby stores 
(hobbylobby.com). 

Location, Location, 
Location 

“In Oklahoma, always, 
always, always, have a back- 
up plan/" says Stendebach. 
Even though the backyard is 
a great egg hunt venue, make 
sure all your guests can easily 
relocate indoors in case of 
bad weather. 

Keep on Movin’ 

“Kids get bored quickly,” 
Stendebach says. Make sure 
you have plenty of activities 
planned to entertain your 
yo u n ges t gues ts . Ste ndebach J 
reco m m e nds egg deco rat i ng I 
and balloon tosses, 

—Brooke Adcox 



jH\ Canvas 

■ companion an«^ve ^ 

s , commemorate Spot*®* 

leedlepoiot canvas tram 6 
|S tack in Oklahoma 
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Here and Now 

The concert, play, and 
books of the moment. 


V INCE, TOMMY, NIKKI, and Mick re- 
turn to the O Idaho ma stage during the 
Red, White, and Criie tour March 30 at the 
Tulsa Convention Center. Join Motley Criie 
for a taste of bad boys grown up and gone 
good — -sort of Tickers, $45 to $69.50. (918) 
584-200Q or carsonattractions.com. 



B ased on the 1988 John Waters film, 
this stage version of Hairspray, about 
a teenager with big ambitions, will con- 
vince you a hair product can indeed change 
your life. March 21 through 26 aL the Tulsa 
Performing Arts Center Tickets, $ 1 5 to 
$65. (918) 596-71 1 1 or tulsapac.oom. 


Mystery and History 



In March, Oklahoma City's Carolyn 
Hare brings fans her seven teen di Death 
on Demand novel, Dead Days of Sum- 
mer (HarperCollins, $23.95). Yukon 
native Dayna Dunbars debut novel, 
Tfte Saints and Sinners of 
Okay County (Bal Ian tine 
Books, 2003, $13.95), 
is the third Oklahoma 
Reads Oklahoma state- 
wide reading and discus- 
sion selection. 



CONVENTION AND 
VISITORS BUREAU e 


PO Bax 2970 * Edmond, OK 73083 
405/341-4344 » 866/341-4344 

www, v tskcdmondolc-CCHit 
E-mail cwwh i tc@V isited morvdok.co m 


THE MANDALA CENTER 


A Non-Profit, 
Ecumenical 
Retreat 
Center 
Welcoming 



To All 


P.O. Box 158 - Des Moines. NM 88418 
(505) 278-3002 
www.mandatacenter.org 

The Manila! a Center is a quiet, peaceful place for rest , reflection and renewal 
Upcoming programs include: 

Making Your Creativity Count: Become the Writer You've Always Wanted to Be. 
Fridav-Sunday, April 28-30. Learn to transform your ideas into lively, effective writing 
with award winning New Mexico author, journalist and photographer, Sharon Nieder- 
man Whatever your experience as a writer, you'll benefit from sessions on making 
writing a priority, packaging your ideas, recording your dreams, experiences and stories, 
and developing your unique, irresistible voice. Sharon is the author of six non-fiction 
books and a recent novel, Return to Abo. Fee: $350. 

Exploring with Photography. Thursday-S unday, May 4-7, Explore the beautiful 

Hi-Lo country' of northeastern New Mexico with New Mexico Magazine photo and travel 
editor Steve Larese. Climb volcanoes, explore out of the way places, and enjoy beauti- 
ful sunsets and starry nights as you hone your photography skills with your film or digital 
camera. In addition to travel photography, well focus on photographing people* art* 
architecture* food and other objects. Open to all skill levels. Fee: $350, Includes 
supplies. 

Creativity Week. Sunday-Sat ur day. May 21-27. Jiearilla Apache artist and potter 
Shelden Nunez- Velarde will lead participants through the process of making micaceous 
day pottery* from preparing the clay, to shaping pots and vessels to firing them in the 
traditional way. This workshop is open to adults and young people, twelve and older. 
Fee: $5O0/person or $47 5/person for two registering together. 

Fees include tuition, double occupancy room and meals . 
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Their city ravaged by natural disaster, the New Orleans 
Hornets became the New Orleans/Oklahoma City 
Hornets, a serendipitous pairing that matched one 
mayors vision with one team’s quandary. Now, the newest 
sensation in downtown Oklahoma City has everyone 
By Greg Echlin buzzing, and basketball is the name of the game. 


HILE RELAXING. 
GEORGE Shinn dis- 
plays the boyish en- 
thusiasm Oklahomans 
have come to know in 
a few short months* The owner of the National 
Basketball Associations New Orleans/Okla- 
homa City Hornets sat on a stool outside the 
concession area with his wife Denise prior to 
the November 9, 2005, game in Oklahoma 
City* Beneath the seats at the Ford Center, 
they weren’t far from the court and the din 
of music as the Hornets wanned up to play 
against the visiting Orlando Magic, 

There are several reasons Shinn was aflutter: 
I* In his first visit to Oklahoma City, NBA 
Commissioner David Stern had commanded 
all the media attention only a few minutes 
earlier during a news conference; 2. The 
crowd for the second regular season game in 
Oklahoma C Ivy was close to filling up the 
Ford Center for the tip-off; 3. The Hornets 
were one win away from their third victory 
in four games, in contrast to an 0-8 start the 
previous season; or 4* His hot dog was cooked 
precisely the way he likes it — well-done in a 
steamed bun* 

"Took at this!' he says with a glint, pointing 
to die editorial page of 7 he OkLihomatL Earlier 
in the day, Shinn had lead the front page, the 
sports pages, and the business pages, but until 
now, he had missed the picture of himself, 
arms evangelically raised on the basketball 



On September 21 , 2005, owner George Shinn 
announced the Mew Orleans Hornets would 
be temporarily relocating to Oklahoma City* 
Oklahomans quickly bought season tickets, 

court before the regular-season Oklahoma 
City opener eight days earlier. 

It could be that Shinns revelation had 
come ten weeks earlier, when Oklahoma City 
extended a hand to his team beset by tragedy* 
In his wildest dreams, Shinn could not have 
imagined that the Hornets and Oklahoma 
would result in such a great mix while the 
situation in New Orleans remained tenuous 
at best. For someone like Shinn, who has 
owned the Hornets since their beginnings 
in Charlotte as an expansion franchise in 
1988 before their move to New Orleans in 


2002, it was perfectly understood that he was 
more accustomed to Cajun red pepper dian 
Oklahoma red day. 

Having witnessed what h is city had endured 
ten years earlier, Oklahoma City Mayor Mick 
Cornett knew the importance of extending a 
helping hand in the face of tragedy He'd also 
worked in local television as a sports anchor 
and reporter, involved in firsthand coverage 
of major downtown sporting events at the 
Cox Business Services Convention Center 
(when it used to be known as the Myriad) 
and more recently at the Ford Center* 

Cornett understood the big-league set- 
ting and always believed in the potential of 
Oklahoma City as a big-league city. All it took 
was a matter of getting through to others, and 
Cornett set out to do just that when elected 
mayor in March 2004. 

Five months after Cornett took his new 
post, while attending the Republican National 
Convention in New York, he introduced 
himself to NBA Commissioner David Stern 
and National Hockey League Commissioner 
Gary Beit man. More conversations followed 
in subsequent visits, most recently in April 
2005, when Cornett was in New York for f 
media appearances for the tenth anniversary § 
of the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building. While there, he made a 
special visit to Stern. 

“I had dialogue established with Com- 
missioner Stem and Commissioner Bertman 
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Forward Desmond Mason, 
a former Oklahoma State 
University basketball player, 
goes head to bead with 
Samuel Dalembertoftbe 
Philadelphia 76er$ during 
the December 2, 2005, 
game at the Oklahoma City 
Ford Center* 


Sports 


Community 


Culture 





Love It! 


Four Hornets share their 
views on life in Oklahoma. 


Ashley Deaton, Honeybee 
Manager and Choreographer 

“The fans here in Oklahoma 
cheer so loud that the building 
shakes, I know how hard the 
[ loneybees work, and the support 
and adoration that we’ve received 
makes it all worth it.” 


The Honeybee Dance Team 


Kirk Snyder, Guard 

“For me, my favorite thing 
about Oklahoma is obviously rhe 
game. We are very supported here. 
We have over 19,000 people in 
the arena, and that is a kit . Off the 
court, ir is also the people. They 
value our privacy so much and make 
it real easy to play basketball for 
Oklahoma City,” 


Desmond Mason, Forward 

tt I used to drive an hour from 
Stillwater to go eat at Ted’s. So be- 
ing back here, Ted’s was probably 
number one. I hit it pretty quick 
when I got back in town.” 


Byron Scott, Head Coach 

“I love being in Oklahoma. 

I love the city, I love the people. 

1 had never been to Oklahoma 
before, so I tried to reserve judg- 
ment until I got here. Fve been 
very pleased with the fans and 
the people. It is just a very, very 
nice place to be. The people seem 
to always want to say ‘Hello, 
we’re glad you are here/ We see 
hospitality everywhere we go, be it 
a restaurant or department store or 
grocery store, and genuine concern 
about how we are doing and how 
we are adjusting. The good people 
of Oklahoma City really make this 
state go. It has been a tremendous 
three or four months so far. We 
hope it continues. 11 


Mick Cornett and George Shinn 
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about Oklahoma City being ready to he a 
major-league city and was trying to convince 
them that we were,” says Cornett- “They 
were impressed and liked Oklahoma City, 
but there was no inclination that Oklahoma 
City was about to get a ream .” 

The acquaintance between Cornett and 
Stern came in handy when, tragically, 
the commissioner was forced to make a 
recommendation regarding the Hornets’ 
2005-06 home games in the wake of the 
devastation left in New Orleans by Hur- 
ricane Katrina. 

“We thought the conditions were right 
for Oklahoma City and suggested to George 
Shinn that he consider it, because the mayor 
in our view was appropriately sensitive,” 
Stern said to the press during his Oklahoma 
City visit. “[Cornetts] opening was, l WeTe 
a city that knows tragedy, and we would 
really like to reach out to our brothers in 
New Orleans as a temporary facility. ” 

Stern also knew there wasn’t another 
available modern building in the country 
better equipped to handle the needs of an 
NBA team than the Ford Center, which 
opened in 2002. 


‘They offered us 
housing at no cost 
to our employees, 
and I was deeply 
touched by that. ’ 

— Hornets owner George Shiim 


Once it became apparent that Oklahoma 
City had an excellent shot at putting up the 
Hornets for at least one season — and maybe 
longer — it dawned on Cornett what this 
could mean for his native city. 

“If you’ve lived in Oklahoma City — which 
has never been a major- league city — then all 
of a sudden your status as a minor- league 
city is about to change after more than 1 1 5 
years, that is an eye-opening moment. It 
causes you to sit down and take note,” says 
t h e f o rry-seven -yea r-o 1 d mayo r. “ Fo I lo wi n g 
that, wc wondered, 4 What do we need to 
do from an organizational standpoint to 
make this happen?’” 

The first answer meant providing Hor- 
nets employees a basic element of survival, 
“One of my primary needs at the time was 
housing lor our people, because a large per- 
centage of our employees were homeless,” 
says Shinn from the Hornets' downtown 
Oklahoma City office. “They [the business 
community and Oklahoma officials in state 
and municipal offices] offered us housing 
at no cost to us lor our employees, and I 
was deeply touched by that.” 

Alter the team was positioned to move, the 
next question was; Would Oklahoma City 
tans live up to what Cornett envisioned as a 
major-league city with bigrime attendance 
figures, and on short notice? With season 
ticket sales serving as an early gauge, the 


Home Schedule 


For Hornets tickets, visit Ticketmaster.com 
or any Tcketmaster outlet. 


MARCH 

6: Phoenix, 7 p,m, 

10: Indiana, 7 p.m. 

12; New Jersey, 6 p.m. 
23; Houston, 7 p.m, 

31; Memphis, 7 p,m. 


APRIL 

5; Golden State, 7 p.m. 
7: Toronto, 7 p.m. 

10: Cleveland, 7 p.m. 
12: Seattle, 7 p.m. 

14: Utah, 7 p.m. 


fans answered by hitting a home run. 

Two weeks into the season, SportsBusiness 
Journal released figures that placed Okla- 
homa City as the NBAs sixth- highest ream 
in season ticket sales in a league of thirty. It 
left Stern flabbergasted. “Its ridiculous. It 
cant be done in such a short period of time,” 
he says. In the days and weeks ahead, both 
Stem and Shinn received a crash course on 
the can-do attitude of Oklahomans. 

N either the produc- 
tive turnstile count nor 
crowd intensity comes 
as a surprise to Hornets 
swingman Desmond 
Mason. The Waxahachic, Texas, native 
played his college basketball home games 
in Gallagher-Iba Arena at OSU from 1 997 
to 2000. Before Mason was traded to the 
Hornets from Milwaukee on October 26, 
2005, he felt from afar that Oklahoma City 
was ripe for a team like the Hornets. 

“Looking at the situation, I thought that 
Oklahoma would definitely be a place that 
could accommodate an NBA team, 1 didn’t 
really know about the Ford Center, which 
is a wonderful arena, but 1 knew that the 
fan base would be there because of the 
huge basketball fans they have at Tulsa, 
Oklahoma State, and the University of 
Oklahoma,” says Mason, who never stepped 
into “the Hive” — slang for the Hornets’ 
home court — until after the trade. The 
thunderous greeting he received in his first 
appearance in early November convinced 
him even more that Oklahoma is ready. 

To the surprise of NBA experts, who didn’t 
expect much improvement from a team that 
won only eighteen of its eighty- two games 
last season, Mason joined a ream that has 
provided better entertainment on the floor. 
The Hornets didn't win their third game of 
the season a year ago until January 8, 2005, 
By January 30 this season, they had won 
twenty-two games out of forty-two and had 
a chance to make the playoffs. 

On January 31, Commissioner Stern 
announced that the Hornets would play 
thirty-five home games at the Ford Center, 
six in New Orleans Arena, For him, the 
swift and efficient move to Oklahoma is 
one of the great stories in sports. From 
an Oklahoma perspective, it’s the greatest 
step to the big leagues. Or as Stern says 
it, simply, “Oklahoma City is a major- 
league city,” 
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Sports 






Senior 


Oak Tree Golf Club * Edmond, Oklahoma * May 22-28 


Jay Haas* Ben Crenshaw 
Greg Norman ■ Craig Stadler 
Tom Kite * Hale Irwin * Mark Hayes 
Fuzzy Zoeller * Raymond Floyd 
Tom Watson • Curtis Strange 
Doug TewelljTiilAlorgan 


Celebrate the Return of a Major Championship! 


Don’t Miss Out! 
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity! 




Call 1-800-PGA-Golf or visit www.seniorpga2006.com 


r 1 
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Be a part of history in the making as the oldest and most prestigious senior major visits Oak Tree Golf Club, Edmond, Oklahoma 






The Ntefcel Preserve 7TBS|cologynnder control 


Omtrary TO what we saw plant and animal species. Controlled 
statewide in January, burning burns in ttie preserve, most recently 
acres of Oklahoma prairie 2,200 acres in fail 2005, account for the 
and forest isn’t necessarily a welcome return of historically correct 
bad thing. Fire can be just the biological conditions. Says preserve 


Secret Scenic 
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Adventure 
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tonic for an overburdened landscape, manager Chris Wilson, “Being able to 
and the J.T. Nickel Family Nature and recreate what once was here is our 
Wildlife Preserve in eastern Oklahoma goal at the Nickel Preserve 
is a case in point. Donated in 2000 to —Louisa McCune-Elmore 


The J.T. Nickel Family Nature and Wildlife , „ the Nature Conservancy by Muskogee 

• Preserve in eastern Oklahoma is the largest native John Nickel, founder of Greenleaf The preserve is located ten miles 


privatocohservation area in the Ozark Nursery in Tahlequah, the 1 5,000-acre northeast ofTahlequah. Two public hiking 

Mountains. The Illinois River runs along the . former cattle ranch had suffered over- trails can be accessed at the headquarters. 

scenic property, which includes the Cookson growth for decades due to "fire exclu- Hunting, fishing, and camping are notal- 

Hills arid a number of spring-fed creeks, d sion,” contributing to a loss of native lowed on the property. (918) 456-7601. 







Gardener Spotlight 


Outside 
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Growth Spurts 

Horticulturist Steve Upson gives a green 
thumbs up to gardening with kids. 

O NCE SURE TO earn children a scolding, digging in the dirt has 
become a valuable learning experience in schools and community 
programs across the stare. 

Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation horticulturist Steve Upson has been 
gardening with the public for almost thirty years* since graduating from OSU 
in 1 978. “1 enjoy helping people grow fruits and vegetables,” he says. “Its 
the old Peace Corps approach 7 

Upson has worked with young green thumbs at area elementary schools, 
the local YWCA, and the Bootstrap Garden at the Martin Luther King 
Junior Community Outreach Center in Ardmore. Along the way, Upson 
has come up with a few tips for tilling with tots. 

first, lie says, make sure you enjoy working with kids. Next, give children 
age-appropriate, hands-on activities in the garden. When youngsters nurture 
plants from seed to harvest, it develops their understanding of our roles as 
caretakers of the earth, Upson says. And finally, “Remember to look at each 
gardening exercise through the eyes of a child,” Upson says, “Children 
will learn more if they view the exercise as an adventure,” 

- — Kimberly Mauck 

For mow tips on gardening with kids, visit kidsgardening.com . Steve Upson, 
(580) 224-6433. Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation T mble.org. 




GET OUTTA TOWN! 


VISIT SOUTHEAST OKLAHOMA'S 


BEAUTIFUL VACATION PARADISE 


Kl AM I CHI COU NTRY - 


CALLFOR OUR FREE — 

VISITORS GUIDE TODAY!. 

( 800 ) 722-8180 • ‘ l 

kiamichicountry.com' 


OMflhOrtfl 
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PRODUCED BY KIAMICHf COUNTRY ASSOCIATION 


TRAVELQK.COM 




For the 
discriminating 
tree lover 


Give yourself the gift 
of rare and unusual trees' 


Franklin Tree (pictured) 
Dawn Redwood 
Pond Cypress 'Debonair 


McLoud Tree Farm 
(405} 361-1513 
info@mdoudtreefarmxom 
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"Tliis place is an enchantment, and we take care of our folks/ 

— Scott Gilliam on his Mannford property. Eagles Nest 



A motorcyle rally J requires more than a free spirit and 
love of the open road. 


B looming flowers aren’t the only sign of 

spring for Scott Gilliam, owner of Eagles Nest 
(918/865-8472 or eaglesnesE-fuIlmoon.com) near 
Mannford, site of the Mother Road Rally April 21 
to 23. With nearly 3,000 bikers in attendance, Gil- 
liam prides himself on the reason for his three annual 
rallies. Everything we do is for American veterans,” 
he says. In the spirit of fun and philanthropy, grab 
this gear, along with the $20 entry fee, and rumble 
to the party with a purpose, — Andrea Lopez 




This Memorial Day 
weekend, May 26 
through 29, Eagles 
West will sponsor the 
American Hero Ride* 
Bikers will travel 
from Mannford to 
the Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center in 
Memphis, Tennessee, 
often the first stop 
for injured veterans 
returning from battle. 


Born in the USA 

American veterans are the 

reason for Eagles Nest. 
Show your pride by equip- 
ping your ride or yourself 
with red* white, and blue. 

Rest Up 

The three- day weekend 
means sleep will event u ally 
occur. Bring your camper, 
pack a pup tent, or nestle 
down in a cozy cot. 

Whatever Gets You There 

Though bikes rule, the 

moto rcycle- challenged 
shouldn’t stay home. 
Whether hot rods, RVs, 
or the family Buick, four 
wheels are better than none. 

Water Sports 

A bikini, one-piece, or your 
favorite wom-in trunks — 
swimwear will prepare you 
for visits to the pond, creek, 
and rock waterfall on -site* 

Full-Service Rally 

just because you’re rallying 

doesn’t mean you'll need 


to miss church, A Sunday 
morning service provides 
spiritual nourishment and 
gospel tunes to boot. 

Decibels, Dude 

Rockin’ bands can some- 
times continue until the 
wee hours. Prepare to stay 
up late or bring a pair of 
earplugs if you can’t survive 
without beauty sleep. 

Hitch It 

With camping necessities, 
living supplies, and all the 
fun you’ll tote home, a 
trailer may be a worthy fl 
com pa nion fo r th is week- | 
end in the woods. 

Fresh and So Clean 

After a day of play, a 
shower is in order. A fresh 
towel will round out the 
rustic tradition of country- 
style showers. "All you can 
see is a head and legs,” says 
Gilliam. 

Boots Made for Walking 

Mother Nature surrounds 


this spring rally, which makes 
a good pair of hiking hoots 
a necessity Take to the trails 
and explore the beauty of the 
area s scenery. 

Snag That Sitter! 

While adults are guaranteed a 

good time, the kiddos should 
stay supervised at home. With 
the exception of a family 
rally in October, you must be 
twenty -one to enjoy an Eagles 
Nest rally 


Get This!/ 
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OUTSIDE 




Outside 



Deep in the heart of Osage County, 
horizontal lines and never-ending 
vistas remind us of our essential 
heritage as Plains travelers, buffalo 
hunters, and windswept pioneers. 

Photograph by Shane Brown 


L and of milk and honey, oil and 
money: Osage County is one of 

y the most storied pieces of land in 

Oklahoma. Home to the Million Dollar 
Elm, where oil men like Frank Phillips 
and E.W. Marland once negotiated wildly 
profitable oil deals with the Osage tribe, 
this wide-open land of tallgrass prairie 
is, even today, flanked by thousands of 
buffalo and wild horses. 

The largest county in Oklahoma 
at 2,251 square miles, there are no 
malls here, no interstates, and just 
one beautiful, winding federal high- 
way — U.S. 60 — a road that patiently 
awaits Scenic Byway status. 


The Osage arrived here in 1872, and 
the tribal reservation's original home 
was die entirety of Osage County. While 
it doesn't own ail of the surface land 
today, the tribe retains the mineral rights 
beneath the land. 

This big-sky country and its many 
back roads are matched equally by the 
Osage’s historic towns like Barnsdall, 
Pawhuska, and Hominy. 

The West: It lives on, alive and thriv- 
ing in Osage County. 

— Louisa McCune-Elmore 

For weekend information, visit the 
area’s website, visittbeosage.com. 
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Larger than Delaware or Rhode Island, Osage County- 
known for its wide-open prairies, wildflowers, and rich 

Native,. American history — is Oklahoma’s largest county. . . 
w * 
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The Osage 
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Handcrafted Truffles • Artisanal Chocolates 
Rare Single-Origin Chocolates • Gourmet Chocolate Classes • Gourmet Coffee 
Chocolate Fountain Rentals • Custom Wedding/ Party Favors • Corporate Gifts 



Visit us today for an unforgetable 
chocoTate experience! 

2/^5* N.W. ^dth Street • Okla homa City 
(just east of May Avenue) 

(TO^) 72T-S500 * www.cocoflow.com 
Phone orders welcome. Delivery /shipping available. 
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Foam Home 


Raise a glass to the Celtic ambiance and 
extensive brew selection at Kilkenny’s Irish Pub 


■ othing says Saint Patrick’s Day like a frosty brew. To truly experi- 
|\| ence the holiday spirits, head to Kilkenny’s Authentic Irish Pub, 
I V located in Tulsa’s Cherry Street district. 

Kilkenny's is Oklahoma's only pub with an Irish pedigree. "The entire look 
is done on paper, taken to Dublin, designed and built there, and shipped 
here. This is actually an Irish pub built in Ireland," says general manager 
Alix French. 

Kilkenny’s serves some thirty-five beers, either bottled or on tap, including 
Irish-made Guinness, Harp Lager, and Beamish. Oklahoma loyalists might 
choose to raise their mugs to Choc beer, made in Krebs at Pete’s Place. 

“We have the great beers people are asking for, and on top of that, all 
of the Irish foods," says French. “We’re really trying to do things the way 
they should be done." Luck o’ the Irish to ye! — Steffie Corcoran 


Brewed in Krebs at Pete’s Place, Choc beer 
is the only OkiahorrWbeer sold at Kilkenny’s 
Authentic Irish PubM Tulsa. 


Kilkenny’s Authentic Irish Pub, 1413 East Fifteenth Street in Tulsa. (918) 
582-8282 or restauranteur.com/kHkennys/. 
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COUNCIL 


Go ahead, put all 
those Fisher eggs in 
one basket. 


wi; 




ITH EASTER AROUND 
the corner, it's a great 
time to find,, not hide, Oklahoma 
eggs from the Fisher family 
farm in Bristow, where they’re 
in season year-round. 

In 1 960, Ernest Fisher started 
Fisher Eggs and Feed Mill 
on land his family has farmed 
for a hundred years. Today, 
sons Mark and David 
Fisher handle most of the 
farm s egg and feed mill 
operations. 

“People are always 
commenting on 
how much better 
they taste," says Mark 
Fisher of his family's eggs, 
Vnainly because they rc fresher.” 
Fishers 27,000 chickens 
cat only a vegetarian diet and 


are hormone and chemical 
free. The Fishers are now 
raising cage-free chickens and 
will have that variety of eggs 
available at Wild Oats Natural 
Foods in Tulsa sometime this 


spring. 


— Steffi e Corcoran 


Fisher eggs are available 
in Bristow at Williams 


Discount ( 9181367-3320) artel 
in Tulsa at Wild Oats Natural 
Marketplace ( 9181712 - 
7555) and Petty's Fine Foods 

( 9 1 8/747-86 16). Restaurants that 
serve Fisher eggs include the Mefro 
Diner (91 8/592-2616) and 
the Savoy (918/494-5621) in 
Tu lsa . Fisher s Eggs and Feed Mill. 
29335 South 257th West Avenue 
in Bristow. (918)367-6382. 
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oma 5 s ToAp roducers . . . 

creating opportunities, caring for the environment, 
feeding the world, committed to O^ a ^ oma * 


OKLAHOMA 


1 -888-SAY-PORK • www.okpork.org 




JBfcVN ARTHUR 


"Relax, Get back on the human track." 
— Leon Russell, “Stranger in a Strange Land “ 



Men- Only Meal 

Brad Copeland hosts an imaginary no-girls-alloived dinner 
party with big helpings of cue, cake, and comedy. 


The Host 

Since 1988. Brad 
Copeland has been 
part of Oklahoma City's 
KATT radio morning 
drive team. Known for 
celebrity guests ranging 
from Jack Black fa Hulk 
Hogan, the Rick & Brad 
show has three times 
earned the duo the 
Oklahoma Association 
of Broadcasters' Radio 
Personality of the Year 
award. Here, Copeland 
selects his fantasy din- 
ner party guests. 

The Location 

"My dinner will be held 
in the cozy confines 
of Leo’s Bar-B-Q in 
northeast Oklahoma 
City over a spread of all 
their tasty meats and 
sides, followed by the 
legendary Leo's straw- 
berry banana cake.” 


My Guests 


BOB BURKE of Oklahoma 
City is the man responsible for 
my career in radio. He has written 
dozens of books about Oklaho- 
mans and is a virtual encyclopedia 
of our state’s history. 

RODNEY CARRINGTON 

of Tuba is a guy who can make 
the guards at Buckingham Palace 
laugh til they cry. Gotta have one 
comedian at the cable. 

WOODY GUTH RIE nfOke- 
mah is arguably the best known 
and least understood Okie of 
all time. I would love to set the 
record straight on the debates 
about Woody, pins the music, 
the activism, and the legacy, 

RON HOWARD of Duncan. 
The Andy Griffith Show stories 
alone would take a week, hut I 
would try to cover as much as 
J could over one meal. 


JAMES P, AND REX LINN 

of Oklahoma City Rex is 
one of my best friends, and 
he has tons of Hollywood 
war stories and a way of 
telling them that can keep 
everyone entertained. Rex’s 
father Jimmy is one of the 
smartest and most interesting 
people I know. As a lawyer, 
he has represented everyone 
from David Bowie to I m el da 
Marcos. No offense to anyone 
else, hut a dinner with just 
him on the guest list would 
keep me entertained, 

LEON RUSSELL from 
Lawton is one of Oklahoma's 
most versatile singer/ 
so ngw r i te r/ m us ic ian s . He has 
rarely talked onstage, much 
less to the media. It would be 
great to hear about his songs 
and the road stories from his 
touring experiences. 





worn! 


www.fayettevilletourism.com 
f -800-766-4626 


Enjoy the area's 

best shopping, the new Clinton House 
Museum, a great dinner and a night on 
the town. Take advantage of our free 
room-booking service. 




Cookshaok smokers make great 
wedding presents. Surprise the happy 
couple with the gift of barbecue. 
With free shipping, you don't even 
have to worry about getting it there. 


2 '"L v VI, M * I^Hil ( II'- Ilk-, (f«n| 
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Imagine Coming 
Home to Smoky, 

Suernlpnt RarhprnA 


Now imagine preparing it yourself 
with ease in a Coonkhaek 

•Smoke-cook your favorites, from brisket 
to chicken to ribs and more... 

■11 icro ion tat ic eqr itrc A 
means you can set the 
smoker's cooking 
tcmjjerature and leave 
it to conk all 
<1 ay.. . w h ether (you* re 
home or not. 

* 1000° insulation 
means you can cook 
all year long, no 
matter what the 
Oklahoma weather 
throws at you’ 


Cad 
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As Oklahomans yearn for a 
Whole Foods grocery, the 
Earth in Norman has long 
provided a similar experience 
in miniature. 

E ven WHEN THEY were roam- 
ing the country with barely two 
nickels to rub together, Kate 
and Richard Haas always tried 
to eat the healthiest food they 

could find* 

Thumbs in the wind by the highway, the 
couple explored health food stores along the 
West Coast* Then, Richard crisscrossed the 
country while playing in his brothers band, 
the Jacob Fred Jazz Odyssey, visiting similar 
establishments nationwide. The little mom- 
and-pop stores always impressed them most, 
selling local produce and local products and 
helping to define communities* 

Little did the Haases know that fate had a 
similar destiny in mind for them* In 2002, 
the couple collided with the opportunity of a 
lifetime when they succumbed to Normans 
gravitational pull, lured in by friends, famil- 
iarity, and the opportunity to live in their 
dream home* 

Oklahoma City native Kate originally met 
Richard in Norman, where both attended the 
University of Oklahoma. For a time, Richard 
had worked at the Earth, a small but venerable 
Norman health food store* In 2002, after more 
than thirty years, business at the Earth had 
languished to the point that the store was up 
for grabs. Serendipity intervened, and in the 

Broken Arrow native Richard Haas owns the 
Earth, a health food store and deli in Norman. 
He and wife Kate, an Oklahoma City native, 
bought the 37-year-old store in 2002* 
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"Buying local strengthens all of us." 

-April Harrington of Earth Elements Farm in Lexington 


Goodness 


best Oklahoma tradition, the Haases were 
offered the chance to prove up on a claim: 
Work die store to profitability, and its yours. 
They now own the store outright. 

Originally opened in 1969, the Earth moved 
through several owners and locations, finally 
settling into its present locale — a historic 
red brick grocery store on Flood Avenue, in 
the mid-1970s. These days, amid a tangle 
of purple larkspur and surrounded by a 
community garden, the Earth continues its 
original mission of offering whole, natural 
foods and, importantly, serving as a com- 
munity gathering place. Kate and Richard 
Haas are absolutely delighted. 

‘Our customers are everyone from down- 
town lawyers to frat guys and little old ladies," 
says Richard Haas, a broken Arrow native. 
“The more impersonal the world seems to 


Good for Your Body 


What is organic? 

Organic food comes from plants 
and animals grown without syn- 
thetic fertilizers, pesticides, antibiotics, 
growth hormones, or feed additives, 
“Personally, 1 believe organic food is 
better for you,” says Chad Goss, coor- 
dinator of the organics program at the 
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, 
Food, and Forestry. “And its good for 
Oklahoma farmers/ 



become, the more people crave personal at- 
tention. The Earth is a place where everybody 
knows your name." 

Seven days a week, the Earth's homey 
atmosphere bustles with people from all walks 
of life drawn to the juice bar and deli, jars 
of dried beans, walls of medicinal herbs and 
spices, and vitamins. Organic produce is a 
growing staple of the Earth s inventory. “People 
are finally putting two and two together and 
realizing that the chemicals added to food 
profoundly affect their 
health/ Richard says. 

A Norman leader in 
offering Oklahoma-made 
foods, the Earth sells 
organic dairy products, 
cereals, grains, flours, 
and pastas. Freshly deliv- 
ered breads — made from 
Oklahoma ingredients by 
Oklahoma bakers like Far- 
rell Family Organic Bread 
in Tulsa, Big Sky Bread in 
Oklahoma City, and Earth 
Elements in Lexington — 
arrive almost daily at the store. “Buying local 
strengthens all of us," says April Harri ngton , 
owner of Earth Elements Farm. 

The Earth's deli includes an almost entirely 
vegetarian menu, headlined by the Super 
Uber Earth burger, a juicy tempeh patty 
topped with farmer cheese, sliced avocado, 
and grilled onions. Smoothies are made 
from frozen organic fruit and juice, with 
extras such as fresh-ground peanut butter 
or flaxseed. Throughout the day, customers 
belly up to the juice bar for fresh carrot juice 
and delectable blends such as orange, pear, 
and apple juice. In addition, the Earth offers 
shots of emerald green wheat grass. 

Kate and Richard Haas are also commit- 
ted to an environmentally sound business 
model, which means becoming as green as 
possible. They recycle everything they can; 



kitchen scraps arc composted in the com- 
munity garden behind the store; shoppers 
bring their own bags; and pedestrians and 
cyclists receive a 1 0 percent discount. 

Six devoted Earth employees share the 
Haases' passion for good food, wellness, 
and natural healing. Earth employee Maka 
Laugh ingwolf loves the fact that the Haases 
have breathed new life into the old store. 
“It is a joy to be a part of the Earths revi- 
talization/ she says. Likewise, Kate Haas 
appreciates her employees’ 
devotion to the Earth and 
its mission, “They have 
such a personal stake sn 
the store/ she says. “We 
simply couldn't do it 
without them.” 

An Earth customer 
for a quarter-century, 
Norman resident Mary 
Katherine Long delights 
in the Earths friendly 
service and commitment 
to healthy community. 
“1c has just enough of a 
funky feel to make old hippies like me and 
my husband Tom feel right at home/ she 
says. “On Sundays, lunch after church at the 
Earth is one of our favorite dates.” 

For Kate Haas, being a pari of the com- 
munity is one of the most satisfying parts of 
owning the Earth. “Every fiber of our being 
feels so good about what we arc doing. It 
expands my faith in humanity to see the 
store affect so many peoples lives — *0 hear 
people say come in and say, T just want to 
touch down on Earth a minute/" 

The Earth is located at 309 South Flood 
Avenue in Norman, three blocks south of Main 
Street. The store is open setfen days a week Monday 
through Friday from 9 a. m. to 8 p. m., Saturdays 
from 9 a.m ♦ to 6 p. m . , and Sundays from II 
a.m. to 5 pan. (405) 364-355 L 


‘Our customers 
are everyone 
from downtown 
lawyers to frat 
guys and little 
old ladies.’ 

—Richard Haas 
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FRONTIER COUNTRY 

1-800-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department. 


OMOrtfl 
rninvf fwf&iar 


1 - 800 - 652*6552 



r 


edieval fair 

Reaves Park Norman, OK 
March 31 - A — ;1 
10 



^Beaded ^Brilliance 

Wearable Art from the Columbia River Plateau 

February 1 0 — May 1 4 


The I n d ia i i pet > p I es oft h e j 
Columbia Plateau in the 
Northwest Uni red States are 
renowned for creating 
exquisite* pictorial 
beadvvork. This major « 
exhibition developed by gg 
the National Cowboy & S? 
Western Heritage 
M u se ti m a m a s&ts d oze ns % ^ 
o f exa m p les co ni prising ? : 

several rhemes. See vests, £ 
bags, dresses, gauntlets, & 
horse collars and more. 


N ATIONAL Histor V * Art * Shopping • Dining 

COWBOY I Da ^ m to ^ P m 

i. western heritage I -44/Ex it 1 28B or 1 29 
MUSEUM 1^00 Northeast 63rd Street 
^,-vt pc Oklahoma City. OK 731 1 1 
£30 (605) 478*2250 
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May 5 

Historic Andrews Parlf 
in downtown Norman, north 
of the public library 


i-i hj n l n*m i a 

* 2006 Celebrated Artist, 
Harold T Holden 

* juried show with more 
than 100 fine artists and 
quality craftsmen 

* fabulous food 

* stage entertainment 

* children's art activities 

* Adventures in Arc presented 
by feamn 


Sponsored by: 

Assistance League© of Norman 
405/364-6185 * gipsontisa@sbcgfobal.net 
www. mayfai rartsfes d va l.c om 

Supported in part by the Norman Convention and Visitors Bureau 
I/8O0-767-7260 * www.vEsjtnorman.com 


Join die fun ot the 32nd Annual Aloy Fair Arts Festival 
Fri and Sat (May 5 & 6) 10 a.m, Eo 3 p.m. ■ Sun. (May 7) t2 to 6 p.m. 


2005 Red Bud Winner for Outstanding Event in Oklahoma 





tofierg^ 
Country 


FRONTIER COUNTRY 

1-800-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department 


OKLfltlOflfi 

IffllVf flrtfCICff 


1-800-652-6552 



the Sam noble 

OKLAHOMA MUSEUM 
of NATURAL HISTORY 


Bn 

a b 

MAS 


ESCAPES 

March II through 19 

Drop-in fun for the whole family. 

Live animal presentations, scavenger hunts, 
fossil talk, painting with dirt, 
birdhouse building and more! 

AJI free with paid museum admission. 

In addition to regular hours, the museum will be open 
from 10 am to 5 pm Monday March 1 3 


Coming May 6... 

The Biggest... 
TheBaddest... 

The Mother of ail 
Cretaceous Carnivores. 


aartA 

object I.D. DaLj 

Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum 
of Natural History 

1 to 4 p.m, 
Sunday, April V) 

Bring your natural history objects 
for our experts to identify. 

A free outdoor event 
for the whole family. 


May 6 through inly 30 


This t'.xhiht! was (reared by the field Xhtxeim, Chha%u. 
and made possible I hnmgh the aewtmity vf hkldonukh^ 
Until exhibition h nithle f to \xihfe, ittpttn. by the Imixmurh 
Fmmdathm. Media spfm.mnwv Cox Media, KkXOfkMGL 
andCNHt. 


The University of Oklahoma 
2401 Chautauqua Ave,, Norman 
(405)^54712 

www.snomnh.ou.edti 


The University <>J Okktmmtt h an 
tfjml api*irt unity institution. 


leader in the Water Garden Industry 


Oklahoma's Largest Inventory, Lowest Prices 
Installation, Wholesale/Retail 


Pond 


PRO SHOP 


www.pondproshop.com 




(405) 273-8363 

7801 N. Kickapoo • Shawnee, OK 74804 

(2 miles north of Shawnee Mall) 
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FRONTIER COUNTRY 

1-800-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department 


OKLfltlOttfl 
nfiiivf mm 


1-800*652-6552 


Hctneik Mansion 

Open to th* public in its final year, ihe 
historic Hefner Mansion is the perfect 
destination For group tours, 
weddings, and special events. 

Call Today! 



201 N.W. l-tth Street, OKC 
Office Hours: Mondfuj-Hnclajj 
9:00 a*m. - j?iOO p.m. 

toll free 83$5Q\,ZQJ$ 
www .t } Ida nom, ^ he ri tagp .com 


Visit or meet in... 

STILLWATER 

Convention and Visitors Bureau 




mwliPbbwk 


* Guided Tour* *\P ionic Area* 


* Children's Programs 
- Memberships 
- Animal Adoptions 

Hwy 9 A SE 120th Ave 

Norrrtn . OK , - 
( 40 b> 3 ©S -/229 
www littlerivc? zoo com 


tOam-Spm Daily 
v AoiJtssa 
Ctiltfsn 

*3!t 34 irtter FREE 


EL RENO HERITAGE & ARTS 

FESTIVAL 


Saturday, April 8, 2006 
Downtown El Re n& 

All day entertainment,; 1 
great food, and a variety! 
of beautiful artwork from 
across the state. 



( 405 ) 262-1188 

www. el re no * o rg 



www.ctkiaiiomacitynationalmemorial.ofg 


% 


0* imim Son 


OKLAHOMA On 

NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL 
& MUSEUM 


620 N HarveyAve 


Oklahoma City 
.235.3313 


IQ 5 


February 19 - August 6 


TERROR IN AMERICA '#<*»** 





Calendar 


'The pageant will go on rain or shine, sleet or snow.' 
—Annette Briley on the Prince of Peace Easter Pageant , the Daily Oklahoman, JVforc/i 23 , 1997 


Events Guide 

Statewide Activities and Happenings 


Bartlesville 

Bartlesville Cnmmunily Center 300 SE Adams Mar 
4, Stephen Purism an & The Bartlesville Symphony 
Orchestra. Mar 19, Community Concert: Frula, Apr 
2, Bartlesville Choral Society: Horizons. Apr 7 r The 
Ten Tenors. Apr 22. Civic Ballet: Spring Performance. 
[916) 337-2787 

Price Tower Arts Center 510 Dewey. Mar 1 -Apr 16, 
Remembering Bruce Goff s Shln'en Kan. Apr 28-30, 
Karim Rashid. [918) 336-4949 

The Rainmaker Mar 31 -Apr 2. 7-9, Theater Bartlesville 
(91 8) 336-1 900 

Duncan 

Simmons Center 800 Chisholm Trail Parkway. Mar 
9, Go for Baroque, Apr i , Cameron University Jazz 
Ensemble. Apr 1, Fun Run. Apr 6. Five Guys Named 
M oe. Apr 14-15, 21-22, On Golden Pond, (580) 
252-2900 

Stephens County Fair & Expo Center 1618 S 13th 
Mar 7-10, Stephens County Jr. Livestock Show, Mar 
24-25, H Mo' Betta Bull Bash Futurity. Mar 31 -Apr 1, 
Rabbit Show. (580) 255-3231 

Spring flluegrass Festival Apr 27-30, Shady Oaks RV 
Park. (580) 255-7042 

Edmond 

Edmond Historical Society & Museum 431 S 

Boulevard. Mar 1 -Apr 8. The Festivals of Asia — 
Celebrating Little Hearts; Jane Iverson Photographic 
Exhibit Apr 10-30, Edmond Heritage Celebration. 
(405) 340-0078 

University of Central Oklahoma 100 University. Mar 
2, UC0 Wind Symphony & UCQ Symphonic Band: 
Carnegie Hall Preview Featuring Valery Kuleshov. Mar 
9-11, The UC0 Kaleidoscope Dancers Company in 
Concert. Mar 30 Apr 2. Anne of Green Gables, Apr 
7-8, FUBAR: The Musical. Apr. 19-20, Campus-Wide 
One -Act Play Contest Winners, Apr 20, UCO Wind 
Symphony Concert: Bach and Forth. Apr 27*29, One- 
Act Showcase. Apr 28, Valery Kuleshov In Concert. 
(405) 974-3375 

UGQ Jazz Lab 100 E 5th. Mar 6. Edmond Jazz 
Orchestra Featuring Jay Daversa, Mar 9, UCO Jazz 
Band Concert. Mar 23-25, An Evening With Cote 
Porter. (405) 359-7989 


Enid 

Museum of the Cherokee Strip 507 S 4th. Mar 9, 
Legends and Legacies Series: H,H. Champlin. Mar 
1 5, Brown Bag Luncheon: The Dull Knife Raid. Apr 
1-21 , Land of Promises: European and African 
Americans in Oklahoma. (580) 237-1907 

The Importance of Being Earnest Mar 24-26, 31, Apr 
1 , Gaslight Theatre. (580) 234-2307 

Guthrie 

Lazy E Arena 9600 Lazy E. Mar 3-5, Wrangler Timed 
Event Championship. Apr 1 4-15, B9er Day PRCA 
Rodeo. (405) 282-7433 

Art Walk Mar 25, Downtown. (405) 260-2345 

Batter Up! An 1889 Baseball Game Apr 21 , 

Cottonwood Flats. (405) 282-1 889 

Lawton 

Cameron University 2800 W Gore. Mar 20, Hyunsoon 
Whang & Ivan Chan Piano & Violin Recital. Mar 
30-31 . New Music Festival. Apr 18, Jazz Ensemble 
Brown Bag Concert, Apr 20-23, The Imaginary 
invalid. Apr 27, Cameron University Concert Band & 
77th Army Band Concert. (580) 581 -2440 

Great Plains Coliseum 920 S Sheridan, Mar 3-5, Gun 
Show. Mar 29, American Theatre Arts for Youth. 

Apr 1 -3, Spring Bash Kickoff Car Show. Apr 7-8, 

FI i plastics. Apr 8-9. Miniature Horse Show, (580) 
357-1483 

McMahon Memorial Auditorium 801 NW Ferris. Mar 
3, Curious George. Mar 1 7, Glen Miller Orchestra, Apr 
6, Young Artists Show 8 Reception. Apr 20, Stephen 
Fite Children’s Concert. (580) 581-3472 

Wichita Mountains National Wildlife Refuge 1 1 
Miles NW ol Lawton on S.H. 49. Mar 1 1 , 18, 25, 
Historical Sites Tour. Mar 31 -Apr 1 r Stars Over the 
Wichitas, Apr 8, 1 5. Prince of Peace Easter Pageant. 
Apr 8, 15, 22 r Spring Wilderness Hike. (580) 429- 
3222 

Muskogee 

Five Civilized Tribes Museum Agency Hill on Honor 
Heights Drive. Apr 1 -30, Art Under the Oaks Show. 
Apr 22-23, Indian Market & Festival. (918) 683-1701 

Azalea Festival Apr 1-23, Honor Heights Park, (918) 
684-6302 


By Megan Rossman 


Norman 

Norman Train Depot 200 S Jones, Mar 26. Winter Wind 
Concert Series: Johnsmith. Apr 9, Winter Wind Concert 
Series: Carrie Newcomer, (405) 307-9320 
Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History 
2401 Chautauqua, Mar 1-19, Hats & Headdresses: 
Adornment of the Head From Around the World, Apr 
23, What on Earth? Object ID Day. Apr 29-30, A T-Rex 
Named Sue. (405) 325-4712 
Sooner Theatre 101 E Main. Mar 2-4, The Sunshine 
Boys. Apr 14, Marcia Bali Concert, (405) 321-9600 
University of Oklahoma Fine Arts Center 563 Elm, 

Mar 1 -5. Equus. Mar 31 -Apr 2, 7-9, Pal Joey. Apr 20- 
23, 26-30, Twelfth Night. (405) 325-4101 

Oklahoma City 

Blue Door 2805 N McKinley. Mar 4, Keith Sykes, Mar 
5, Jane Sherry. Mar 9, Malcolm Holcombe. Mar I0 r 
Beatrice Pike. Mar 1 1, Sara Hickman, Mar 12. Michael 
Weston King. Mar 15, Roger Marin. Mar 18, Fred 
Eaglesmith, Mar 21 , Tom Brousseau. Mar 25 r Jimmy 
Webb. Apr8, Joel Melton & Mark and Laurie. Apr 14, 
Eliza Gilkyson, Apr 18. Kelly Joe Phelps. Apr 29, Carle 
Curtis. (405) 524-0738 


OETA Program Notes 


MARCH 

29: Story of 1, 7 p.m. 

Monty fythons Terry Jones humorously traces the history 
of the number that started it ail 

APRIL 

2 f 9, 16, 23, 30: Legislative Week, 1:30 p.m. 

News from the Oklahoma State Capitol 

3:TheJuil!iajid School: Celebrating 100 Years, 7 p.m. 

Features Rente Fleming, Christine Ramnski mid more 
5i 12, 19, 26: The People’s Business, 7 p.m, 

Oklahoma legislators answer live calls jrotn viewers, 

18: journey to Planet Larth, 8 p.m. 

Matt Damon hosts this special on our relationship with the 
earth 

26; South Pacific in Concert, 8 p.m. 

Reha Me End re and others star in tfm concert . 


CALENDAR 
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“Do you like green eggs and ham?' 

-Sam-I-Am 


March Clover 



TUESDAY 

jf | 

if 



1 

Cozy up to [he Heritage 
Quill Show in Shaw- 
nee, where you’ll be sur- 
rounded by die comfort 
of dozens of quilts old 
and new. $2* Through 
March 30 at the Santa 
Fc Depot Museum. 


▼ 2 

Today, Read Across 
America Day pick up 
the new childrens book, 
Theodem, a collabora- 
tion between former 
governor Frank Keating 
and illustrator Mike 
Wimmer. S16.95. 


3 

Yearning fix a little 
four -pan harmony? 
The I jrflrton-Duncan 
Barber Shoppers 

quartet performs its 
old-time musical magic 
at Duncans Simmons 
Center. 7:30 p.m. 



▲ 7 

Visit In the Classic 
Traditio n: Pain rings by 
Nelson Shanks at the 

Fred Jones Jr Museum of 
Art in Norman. Shanks' 
portrait subjects have 
included Princess Diana. 
Through March 12. 

V ~u 

From medieval to moth 
cm, the Mabct-Gcrrcr 
Museum of An in 
Shawnee offers melodic 
artifacts at Cultural 
Rhythms: Timeless 
Musical t list ru i norm 
Jhmugh April 30. 


8 l 

Behold the creations 
of a longtime OSU 
(acuity member at 

the Dean Bloodgood 
Retrospective at the 

Gardiner An Gallery 
in Stillwater. Through 
March 24. 


ftiiovm. 

I i ■ 


.,:,sh W ^ 

ft!* 111 ' 4 


◄ 16 
The NCAA Division I 
Wresding Champion 
ship puts the smack- 
down, literally, on the 
mats of tile Fond Center 
In Oklahoma Cits: 
Through March Id. 


10 

Fred Astaire fan? Be in- 
| spired by Tony Waags 
Tap City, coming 
to the Charles B. 
Goddard Center in 
Ardmore for one 
j- performance only. 

8 p.m. 


▼ 17 

Do you like green eggs 
and ham? How about 
frosty green beers? Head 
to Stillwater for die Es- 
ki mo Joes Si, Patricks 
Day celebration, where 
today* green is the new 
orange. 8 .i.m. 


11 ▲ 

In the West* they 
rhyme the best. Spend 
An Evening With 
Baxter Black as the poet 
performs at the National 
Cowboy fk Western 
Heritage Museum in 
Oklahoma City. 7 p.m. 


18 

Oh, go fiy a kitd Take 
advantage of stiff spring 
breezes and sail to 
Sequoyah State Park 
near Halbert lor Kile 
Flight and Family Fun 
Day. |-3 p.m. 


28 

Move to the beat 
at the Cameron 
University Percussion 
I in vein Me featuring Dr. 
Christopher Deane :ind 
Dr. Scott Deal at the 
university s theater in 
Lawton. 8 p.m. 


22 

Let Die Other Pillars 
of the Communi- 
ty photos develop 
your understanding 
of wo men at the 
Museum of the West- 
ern Prairie hi Alius, 
Through March 31. 

29 

History repeats itself to- 
day at the Fort Washita 
Mountain Man Fur- 
Trading Rendezvous 

near Durant, where 
reeiuictors portray trad- 
ers horn the 1 700s to 
1 800s. Through April 2. 


23 

Stop riddling around 
and head to the Dyson 
Family llhiegrass Fes- 
rival located three miles 
outside Sayre. You’re 
sure rn have a fun nigflre, 
no strings attached, 
Through March 25, 

30 

Make sure to stake your 
claim . because today is 
the first day of Indian 
Territory Day's at the 
Cherokee Heritage 
Center in Tnhlequali. 
Through tomorrow'. 


25 Y 


Sr You don’t need 
L 20/20 vision ro 
appreciate the 3-D are 
— .it t Ik- Vision Makers 
2006 exhibit at Leslie 
IYjwcII Gallery in Law- 
I ton. Through May 3. 


31 

Knowledge Is power at 

die Delaw are County 
Inter-Tribal Youth 
Council Comesi Schol 
anhip Ptowwow, held at 
t he Jay High School old 
gytn. 6 p.m. 'through 
tomorrow. 


6 

Action! Doric miss an 
exhibit on the move 
at Tulsa's Holbrook 
Museum of Art. Cut: 
Film as Found Object 
includes short films cre- 
ated from recur favorites. 
Through March 26, 


◄ 13 

Its American Chocolate 
Week, os if you needed 
,iu excuse to consume 
the delectable confec- 
tions from Bed re Fine 
Chocolate in I^uls 
Valley', bcdrechocolatcs. 


19 

Walk the talk at 
the Spiro Mounds 
Archaeological Center, 

Archaeologist -guided 
equinox tout's are sure 
to educate you on the 
mysteries, of rhe mound, 
Through tomorrow. 

26 

The girls ait back in 
town for tin. Oklahoma 
Cowgjlrb Association 
Barrel Racing at the 

Claremore Expo Center. 
More than IVJpartiei- 
p.mis wilt compete to be 
the fastest. 9 0 am 


▼ 20 

There's no yellow 
brick road m follow, 
bur wi tches and 
cowardly lions await 
you ai Vfe Wmtni 
ofOz at the Muskogee 
Gvic Center Todays 
performance, 10 a*m. 


5 

Lions and tigers and 
bears, oil my! Flock to 
Tulsa Marriott Southern 
H ills for the last day of | 
the NaturcWbrks Wild- 
life Art Show & Sale. 
Fifty-plus artists will 
display work. 1 1 am 


6 0 


OKLAHOMA TODAY MARCH /APRIL 2006 


“The scramble is a fun time to go out and play Oklahoma state park golf courses, which are beautiful," 
— ityaii Chapman, director of golf operations for the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department 


Carpenter Square theatre 400 W Sheridan. Mar 2-5, 
9-11, Tiger Lady Mar 24 25, 31 , Apr 6 9, 13-15, 
Enchanted April (405) 232-6500 
Civic Center Music Hall 201 N Walker. Mar 3-26, 
Betrayal Mar 4, Spotlight on Strings. Mar 24 25, 
Larry Gatlin & the Gatlin Brothers. Mar 24 Apr 9, 

The Big Bang. Apr 9, An Excel Ian I Adventure, Apr 
14-30, Nickel and Dimed. Apr 21 - 23 The Prodigal 
Son, Apr 28-29, Philharmonic Pops Concert. {405) 
297-2264 

JRB Art at the Elms 2810 N Walker, Mar 3, Converge/ 
Diverge Featuring Elizabeth Brown, AD Donovan, 
Gayle Singer, and Charleen Weidoli, Mar 3, Konrad 
Eek Photography Opening Reception. Apr 7, Origins: 
Linda Warren Mixed -Media Opening Reception. (405) 
523-6336 

National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 

1700 ME 63rd, Mar 3-26, Oklahoma Youth Expo 
Junior Western Art Show. Apr 15 30, Wildlife Art ol 
Bob Kuhn. Apr 22, Western Heritage Awards. (405) 
478-2250 

Oklahoma City University 2501 N Blackwelder. Mar 
3-5, Lucky Stiff. Mar 5, Waiting Usi. Mar 9, Apr 13, 
Project 21 : OCU Composers. Mar 26, Civic Music 
Association: Soloist Sarah Coburn, Apr 5. Poet 
Laureate Ted Kooser. Apr 3, Canterbury Choral With 
OCU Men's Chorus and QKC Philharmonic. Apr 1 1 , 

Ad Astra and University Singers. Apr 21 -23, Parade 
Apr 30, Flute Choir. {405} 208-500Q 
State Fair Park M4 & NW 10th. Mar 3-5, Backwoods 
Hunting & Fishing Expo. Mar 12-19. 2006 Oklahoma 
Youth Expo, Mar 23-26, India Temple Shrine Circus. 
Mar 25, Apr 21-23, OK Spring Arabian Horse Show. 
Mar 29- Apr 2, Oklahoma Quarter Horse Spring 
Show, Apr 1 , Largest Garage Sale in OKC. Apr 12-16, 
Oklahoma Centennial Horse Show. Apr 27-30, Speed 
Horse Barrel Racing Futurity. {405} 948-6704 
Valery Kuleshov: Pianist Mar 7 , Oklahoma City 
Community College, (405) 682-7579 
Jimmy Webb & Kevin Welch in Concert Mar 24. 

Stage Center, {405) 270-4800 
Redbud Classic Apr 8-9. Waterford Complex. (405) 
842-8295 

Festival of the Arts Apr 25-30, Downtown (405) 
270-4848 

Stillwater 

Gardiner Art Gallery tOB Bartlett Center. Mar 29- Apr 
14, Graphic Design Portfolio Exhibition. Apr 19-30, 
Juried Student Art Exhibition. {405} 744-6016 
Sheerar Museum & Cultural Heritage Center 702 S 
Duncan, Mar 1 -Apr 30, History of Slillwater & Payne 
County Schools. Apr 27, Kathy Jones: Color Pencil 
Demonstration. {405} 377-0359 
Tumbleweed Calf Fry Apr 28-29, Tumbleweed Concert 
Arena. (405) 377-0076 


Gray 

With all the 
rain falling 

you'd think 
everything would 
be washed clean, 

laid in neat 

rows like 
farmed com 

or folded 
clothes, still 
warm on the bed 

but mud runs 
onto the walk 

and we watch 
it spread 
like fingers 

while waiting 
under the tin roof. 

—Darin Ray Smith 

Darin Ray Smith lives and writes in Oklahoma City : 


Tahlequah 

Cherokee Heritage Center 21 1 92 S Keeler Mar 1 -Apr 
21, Cherokee Genealogy Dawes Boll Exhibit. Mar 4, 
Honeysuckle Basketry Class. Mar 4. Apr 1 . Cherokee 
Saturday. Mar 4, Apr t , Genealogy Class. Apr 1, 
Cherokee Ctothrng Class. Apr 22, Cherokee Pottery 
Class. Apr 29-30, Trail of Tears Art Show & Sale. (918) 
456-6007 

Sequoyah institute 529 Seminary, Mar 7, Cathie Ryan. 
Apr 8, Sourdough Slim. {918) 458-2Q75 

Tulsa 

Central Library 400 Civic Center. Mar 11 P Circle of 
Honor. Mar 11 P Festival of Words Featuring Wilma 
Manklller. {918) 596-7398 

Expo Square 4145 E 21st. Mar 3-5. Green Country RV 
Show & Sale. Mar 4, 11, 25, Apr 1, 8, 22. 29, Tulsa 
Flea Market. Mar 9-12, Barrel Race Futurity & Derby, 


Mar 9*12, Tulsa Home & Garden Show. Mar 10-1 1 , 
Tulsa County Spring Livestock Show, Mar 16-19. 

Tulsa International Auto Show. Mar 25*26, Kan non 
Draft Breeder’s Horse Auction. Apr 1 . Oklahoma Pinto 
Horse Association Horse Show. Apr t -2, Wanenmacher 
Tulsa Arms Show. Apr 21 . Green Country Triumphs 
Autocrass. Apr 22, Bikes & Badges. (918) 744-1 1 1 3 
Gilcrease Museum 1400 N Gilcrease Mar 4, The Prim a 
String Quartet. Mar 1 9, As Long as the Grass Shall 
Grow and the Rivers Flow, Mar 19, Changing Artistic 
Styles of Western Painters Lecture, Apr 8, Your World: 
Then & Now Workshop. Apr 23, Film: Rendezvous 
Artists’ Works in Progress, (918} 596-2700 
Tulsa Garden Center 2435 S Peoria. Mar 11. Iris 
Judging Show. Apr 1 -2, Cacti Show & Sale. Apr 8- 
9. Orchid Show & Sate, Apr 1 4-1 5, Spring Garden 
Market. Apr 22-23, Bonsai Show & Sale. Apr 22-23, 
Iris Show. Apr 29, Perennial Plant Sale. (918) 746-5125 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center 1 10 E 2nd. Mar 3 5, 
Ariadne auf Naxos. Mar 3-5, Children ot a Lessor 
God. Mar 3-5, 8-11, Great Expectations, Mar 13. 
Amazing Thailand, Mar 14, Michael 8uble. Mar 18. 
Meredith Monk. Mar 24-25. Bohola. Mar 24-30. Apr 
1*2, Our Town. Apr 1-2, 6-8, Anne of Green Gables, 
Apr 7-9. Tulsa Ballet: Evolution, Apr IQ, Bavaria & the 


Win Tickets 



Amateur golfers can take a suing nr 
winning coveted rickets ro the Senior 
PGA Championship at Oak Tree Golf 
Club in Edmond at the Oklahoma State 
Parks Two-Person Scramble this April, 
Four teams from each of the qualifying 
rounds played at eight different state 
park courses will go on to compete at the 
final competition on May 6 at Roman 
Nose Resort Park. Play on ! 

— Brooke Adcox 

For more information, contact Okla- 
homa Parks, Resorts, & Golf, $100 entry 
fee per team, (866) 602-4653, extension 
03 or oklahomagolf.com. 


CM KNDAR 





RIVERDAUCE, JOAN MARCUS, VINCE GILL, ANDREW E0CLE3: BURGER. RE, UUP! 



Check out the Fam- 
ily Concert at the 
Bartlesville Community 
tourer, where young- 
sters perform with the 
local symphony. 3 p.m. 
and 7 p.tn. 


10 

For National Landscape 
Architecture Month, do 
a little dirt work of your 
own by planting one of 
the forty dm varieties 
available at Sunshine 
Nursery in Clinton. 
Crow on , you can do it. 


◄ 17 

Take five and watch 
more than seventy 
films at the Bare Bones 
International 
Independent Him 
Festival at Muskogee's 
Roxy Theatre, Through 
April 23- 


30 

Cook up good times at 
A Fart to Remember 
Kitchen Tour for 
SdmLrships and view 
six fabulous Bartlesville 
kitchens, M p.m. 


24 

Are you the next 
Frederic Remington? 
Learn tips at western 
landscape artist Kenny 
McKennas oil painting 
demonstration at the 
Shcerar Museum in 
Stillwater. 7:30 p.m. 


18 

Bring your appetite 
tonight for some linger- 
lickin ribs at the Guth- 
rie 89er Cdehration 
Chuck Wagon Feed 
at the Login County 
Fairgrounds. 6 p.m. 
'through April 22. 


◄ 12 

Country supersur and 
Norman native Vince 
Gill turns forty-nine 
today Celebrate by 
snaggjng his twenty-sec- 
ond 2003 release. Next 
Big Thing* 


19 

A hrtgfit idea is on dis- 
play at Oklahoma City's 
Untitled ArtSpace. The 
Fo nable Light Project 
exhibit chronicles the 
creation of an affordable 
alternative light source. 
Through April 22. 




.« 


13 ► 

Thumb gpi the blues? 
Turn it green at the 

Myriad Botanical 
Gardens Annual Plant 
and Garden Sale 

in Oklahoma City 

Through tomorrow. 


20 

Stake your claim at the 
Choctaw land Run 
Festival at Choctaw 
Creek Park. Through 
April 22. 


A 


◄ 26 
It's National Richter 
Scale Day 1 Have a 
seismic Meerehuiger 
at the Mecrs 
Score and view 
? Seismograph 
formerly moni- 
tored the Meets fault* 


21 

Celebrate James 
Gamer Week with die 
actor at an afternoon 
unveiling ceremony of 
rhe James Gamer statue 
ar Norman's Edwards 
Park. 


◄ 28 
Everything Is 
better in pits at 
the Southwest 
A Tandem Rally 
a t Lake Mur- 
17 ray Lodge in 
AitLmore, 
Through April 30. 


15 

Buffalo through a 
fifty-mile race or take a 
pleasure ride at the Bi- 
son Bicycle Tour, The 
race starts at Oklahoma 
Baptist University in 
Shawnee, Registration, 

7:30 a.m. 

▼ 22 
Tune in to the East Cen- 
tral University Wind 
Ensembles performance 1 
of the Oklahoma Cen- 
tennial Suite for Band, 
composed by \VT. Skye 
Garcia. 7:30 p.m. 


Calendar 

“When all is said and done, the only thing you'll have left is your character," 

— Vince GUI 


April Easter 


By Tom Hoyt 


Grab your armor, 
because the Middle Ages 
are back Join knights, 
minstrels, and magicians 

at the SO 16, Annual Me- 
dieval Fair in Norman's 
Reaves Park Through 

tomorrow. 


OKLAHOMA TODAY MARCH/APRIL 200& 


▲ 2 

Tap those toes tn 
the Irish rhythms of 
Riverdance during the 
tenth anniversary tour 
at rhg Tulsa reforming 
Arts Center. Todays 
performances, 2 p.m, 
and 7 p.m. 


3 

Plant yourself at the 
Oklahoma City Bass 
Pro Shops for rhe Food 
Plot Basics course. This 
live demonstration will 
com preparing Mil and 
choosing plants to best 
anracr wildlife. 7 p.m. 


4 

Head to the Mustang 
Public I ibr.iry for 
Northeastern State 
University professor Bill 
Corbett's discussion of 
Cha of tint Night: Tfte 
Spiritual Joumry of 
Vietnam Vets, 7 p.m. 


8 

Saddle up for the lSOOi 
at die Chisholm Trail 
Museum b Kingfisher 
for Living History' on 
die Chisholm Trail 
Reenacior encampments 
and craftsmen will be on 
hand. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 


5 

Drum up rhe family for 
the opening ceremony 
nf the Symposium on 
the American Indian 

at Northeastern Stare 
University in Tahbquah 
9a.ni^4p.m, Through 
April fi. 


6 

Chalk up anuthcr art 
award lor the University 
of Science and Arts of 
Oklahoma's. Montmar- 
tre Sidewalk Chalk Art 
Festival in Chickasha. 
Drawing begins at 
7:30 a,m, 


7 

Native American sto- 
rytelling, independent 
films, and dance are 
on tap for Market lot 
2006 at the Museum 
of the Great Plains 
in Lawton, 6 p.m. 
Through tomorrow. 




Black Forest Apr 21 -23, 28-30, Oliver! Apr 22, Los 
Folklorislas. Apr 22, 28, 30, The Marriage of Figaro., 
Apr 23, Jamie Adkins in TYPO, {918) 596-7111 
Tulsa Zoo & Living Museum 6421 E 36th. Mar 20-24, 
Children’s Zoo Spring Activities. Mar 20-24, Spring Break 
Exploration Day Camp. Apr 22-23, Earth Day Spring Fling, 
(918)669-6600 

Out & About 

ADA East Central University Gallery, 1100 E 1 4th. Apr 
1 1 -28, Student Show. (580) 310-5353 
ARDMORE Goddard Center, 401 first St SW. Apr 28, 

North Texas Chamber Players. {580) 226-0909 
BERNICE Spring Crappie Tournament. Apr 15, Indian Hilts 
Marina. (918) 256-6954 

BROKEN ARROW Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Mar 31 -Apr 
1,6-9, Broken Arrow Community Playhouse. {918) 
258-0077 

CHECOTAH Civii War Candlelight Tour & Life Program, Mar 
18, Honey Springs Battlefield. (918) 473-5572 
CHICKASHA Larry Able Team Roping, Mar 5, Apr 2, Grady 
County Fairgrounds. (405) 224-2031 
GLAREMQRE Will Rogers Wild West International Expo, 
Apr 20-22, Ciaremore Expo Center, {918) 343-8129 
DAVIS Arbuckle Affair, Apr 1-2, Murray County Expo 
Center, (580) 369-2552 


DURANT Mega Bull, Apr 22, Choctaw Casino & Resort, 
(580) 924-1550 

GROVE Grove Civic Center, 1 720 S Main, Apr 14-16. AKC 
All- Breed Dog Show, Apr 29. Tri- State Kennel Club 
Dog Show. Apr 30, Bartlesville Kennel Club Dog Show. 
(918) 786-6107 

FORT GIBSON Old Fort Days, Apr 21 - 23, Fort Gibson 
Historic Site. {918) 478-4088 
GUY MON Doc Gardner Memorial College Rodeo, Mar 30- 
Apr 1 , Henry C, Hitch Arena. (580) 349-1348 
HENNESSEY Quilt & Tractor Show, Apr 22, Main Street. 
(405) 853-6801 

HULBERT Made in Oklahoma Festival, Apr 28-29, 
Sequoyah State Park. (918) 772-2108 
I DAB EL Dogwood Days Festival, Apr 6-3, McCtirtain 
County Fairgrounds. (580) 286-3305 
JAY Gigging Tournament. Apr 7-8, Lake Eucha. (918) 

253 2295 


JENKS Herb and Plant Festival, Apr 15, 2nd & A Street. 
(918)227-1528 

JET Girding & Crystal Festival. Apr 29-30, Salt Plains 
National Wildlife Refuge. (580) 626-4794 
Me A LESTER Pittsburg County Total Living Show, Apr 1-2, 
Expo Center. (918) 423-2550 
PARK HILL frail of Tears Art Show & Sale, Apr 29-30, 
Cherokee Heritage Center. (918) 456-6007 
PAWNEE Pawnee Folk & Springfest Rendezvous, Apr 29, 
Pawnee County Courthouse Square. (918) 762-2493 
PERRY Rural Heritage Festival, Apr 29 r Cherokee Strip 
Museum (580) 336-2405 

VI AN Loon Watch, Mar 4, 1 1 , IS, Tenkllter Slate Park. 
(918) 489-5641 

WAY N OKA Rattlesnake Roundup, Apr 28-30, Downtown, 
(580) 824-1931 

YUKON Taste of Yukon, Mar 23, Date Robertson Center, 
(405) 354-7208 


Visit oklahomatoday.com or travelok.com for more listings. 

Dates and times are subject to change; please confirm before attending any event. The Events Guide is a free service 
pub fished on a space -a vail able basis. To be considered, please mail a notice of the event that includes date, place, 
address, and both a contact telephone number and a phone number that can be published. Notices must arrive at 
Oklahoma Today three calendar months prior to publication (Le, July/August 2006 events must arrive by April 1). 
Events Guide, Oklahoma Today , 120 North Robinson. Suite 6GD, Oklahoma City, OK 73102. Fax: (405) 230-3650. Email: 
eventsguide@oklahomatoday.com. We cannot take listings over the telephone. 



GREEN COUNTRY 
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800.922.2118 • GreenCountryOK.com 
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Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department 

800.652.6552 



Bartlesville, 

tHytftgpdt 


(In Hurt I esv ilk-. Oklahoma* 
V die town that oil built, 
you can see roaming, herds of 
exotic animals on an oil baron's 
vast ranch* exploit Frank 
Lloyd Wrights only skyscraper, 
shop for unique ircMsurt-x and 
experience the art, culture, 
history and legends of the grear 
American West, 


Bartlesville Arra Conwntinn 
4nd Visitor* UujauL 
201 5W Kedrt * PO Boot 2566 
Bmta\ilk. OK 7^005 
B77-27>aiKM * 918-33^8708 


W\VW,VlSlTBAkTLESVIlLE.COW 



APRIL 1-30,2006 

For more information contact 

the Muskogee Convention & Tourism 
at (888) 687-6137 or (918) 684-6363. 

wwwx ityofm us kogee .com 


fin a a 


Explore the Art & History 

of the Cherokee, Chickasaw, 
Choctaw, Creek Seminole Tribes. 

April 1 -SOs Art Under the Oaks 
April 22&23: Indian Market 


SMIK 


The Five Civilized 
Tribes Museum 
Agency Hill 
Honor Heights Drive 
Muskogee, OK 74401 
www. fi ve tribes .o rg 
918-683-1701 
^ 877-587-4237 l 


CALENDAR 
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"I myself am someone who witnessed a haunting at that location." 

— Sharon Ann States in Haunted Oklahoma by Troy Taylor 



Where Are You? 

This southeastern Oklahoma fort is 
historic and, some say, haunted. 




Can you name this 
site where the original 
bake oven and west 
barracks remain 
partially standing? 



T M1S ClVII. WAR- BRA fart and one-time Depart- 
ment of the Interior property has a spooky history 
Local legend has it that in the 1860s, the headless 
ghost of ''Aunt Jane” began haunting the area. Jane, 
apparently decapitated by thieves while hiding her 
gold, is said to roam the area searching for her bounty — and, it 
stands to reason, her head. Since 1962, the Oklahoma Historical 
Society has operated the sice, which hosts a number of annual 
events, including the Mountain Man Fur-Trading Rendezvous, 
diis year March 29 through April 2 + Can you name this Bryan 
County Fort? - — Brooke Ad coy 

Mail entries, including name and town , to Oklahoma Today ; 
"Where Are You?” 120 North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, 
OK, 73102, or send responses to whertareyou@oklahomatoday.com 
no later than March 10, 2006. Oklahoma Citys Metro Conncourse 
was the January/February 2006 “Where Are You" answer* Winners 
are Janice Brower of Hea verier; Lisa Scheuermann of Goshen, New 
York; and Virginia Yahsley of Oklahoma City. 


OKLAHOMA TODAY MARCH/APKt I 2006 


GLEN BURKE 





Saturdays at 6:30 p.m. 


Hosted by Jenifer Reynolds 

with Ron Stahl & Becky Blankenship 


www.TravelOK.com 




Tulsa's K0TV-6 • Oklahoma City's KWTV-9 • Lawton's KSWO-7 

Check local listings for show times on cable outlets in OKC, Tulsa, McAlester, 
Muskogee, Lawton, Stillwater, Edmond, Norman, Woodward, and Ponca City. 


OklahomA 
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Hop on board the Heartland Flyer Saturday, April 8, 
and join the Easter Bunny as he hands out 
candy and spreads Easter cheer! 






For reservations: 

1-800-USA-RAIL • HeartlandFlyer.com 




